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HE character brought forward 
0 in the following Memoirs was, 
more than an hundred years ago, a 
haracter of celebrity, at home and 
abroad. The queſtions concerning 
he doctrine of the Trinity, that have 
Peen lately agitated, properly render 
t an object of curioſity to the preſent 
* ge; for Mr. Biddle was the Father of 
he Engliſb Unitarians, + 5 
But his hiſtory is a more important 
ubject of attention, on account of the 
L evere perſecutions he ſuſtained, and 
he amiable, venerable piety he ex- 
emplified. Memoirs of ſuch as have 


diſplayed 


fr rrrrA cr. 
diſplayed ſingular virtues, and ſup- 
ported ſingular ſufferings, for what 
they deemed divine truth, will al- 
ways be uſeful; to ſhew the power of 
religious prineiple, and to convince: 
men, that true piety is not peculiar 
to thoſe who embrace a particular 
Creed; but the genuine fruit of thoſe 
principles, which. are common. to all 
Chriſtians. | 
From theſe views is the Author 
induced to lay before the public the: 
life of Mr. BippLs, which he pre- 
ſumes cannot fail to prove, to the 
candid and ſerious mind, inſtructive | 
and edifying. To the attention of 
fuch, and to the bleſſing of God, he 
would humbly commend; 1 it. 


75 aunton, March Kr. 
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SECTION I. 


The Birth, Education, and Firſt Settle- 
ment, of Mx. Jon Bipbus. 


XCELLENCE and merit of charac- 

ter are independent of the circum- 
ſtances of rank and place : yet the mind is 
gratified by the information, that can be 
procured, concerning the family and birth 
of ſuch as have diſtinguiſhed themſelves by 
their virtues, or gained in any walk-of lite 
Ovid reputation. 
B TR The 
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The good man, whoſe character and 
writings will be reviewed in the following 
pages, derived no luſtre from the honours 


of his deſcent ; nor can his family be traced - 


back beyond the name and rank of his im- 
mediate progenitor. He was the fon of 
Mr. Edward Biddle, a woollen draper, at 


Wotton-under-edge, in the county of Glou- 


ceſter ; a perſon whoſe circumſtances were 
not affluent, but who ſupported his family 
with virtuous reputation, and a credit rather 
above his rank. His ſon, Mr. John Bid- 
dle, the ſubject of theſe memoirs, was born 
in that town, in the year 1615. 

He received his claſſical education at the 
free-ſchool, in the ſame place. He was 
not ten years of age, when his promiſing 
abilities, and the opening bloſſoms of genius 
and probity, drew on him the notice of his 
neighbours, and ſpread his fame through 
the country. George, lord Berkley, who 


was a munificent patron of genius and 


learning, conferred on him, amongſt other 


ſcholars, an exhibition of ten pounds per 


annum ; but with this mark of diſtinction, 
that 
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that he beſtowed it on the young Biddle at 
a more early period than he was accuſtom- 
ed to grant this donation. d 

Our youth, animated by this encourage- 
ment, purſued his ſtudies with new vigour. 
His emulation was kindled ; ſo that, with 
eaſe, he not only ſurpaſſed his ſchool-fellows 
of the ſame rank; © but, in time, out-ran 
his inſtructions, and became tutor to him- 
ſelf.“ 

In this period of his life, he gave ſeveral 
particular ſpecimens of the pregnancy of 
his parts, and his proficiency in learning. 
On the death of a ſchool-fellow of high 
rank, he compoſed an elaborate oration in 
Latin, which he recited before a full audi- 
tory. He allo tranſlated into Engliſh verſe, 
the Eclogues of Virgil, and the two firſt 
Satires of Juvenal. We are led to enter- 
tain an high opinion of the execution of 
theſe juvenile performances, from this cir- 
cumſtance, that they were afterwards print- 
ed at London in 1634, with the approba- 
tion of ſome learned men; and dedicated 
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to John Smith, Eſq: of Moley, in the 
county of Glouceſter. 

But notwithſtanding the rapid and angv- 

| lar progreſs which he made in claſſical 
learning, he was through different cauſes, 
"detained at ſchool till he was about ſeven- 
|| teen years of age. In 1632 he was ſent to 
18 the univerſity of Oxford, and was admitted 
* a ſtudent in Magdalen Hall, Here he pro- 
i! ſecuted his ſtudies with great aſſiduity and 
| ' increaſing fame: and was eſteemed as doing 
|  thonour to that ſeminary, It ſeems, that he 
now diſcovered not only a brilliancy of 

parts, but a peculiar liberality and inde- 

pendence of mind; for we are told, © he 

* did fo philoſophize, that it might be ob- 

s ſerved, he was determined more by rea- 
| e ſon, than authority: however, in divine 
| te things he did not diſſent much from the | 
{ & common doctrine.“ Of this, it ſeems, WM 
that a little piece he wrote againſt dancing 

* furniſhed proof. 

On the 23d of June, 1638, he took the Þ 
degree of Batchelor of Arts; and with re- 
putation, both for learning and prudence, W - 
filled 
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filled the poſt of a tutor in the Univerſity. 
On the 20th of May, 1641, the degree of 


Maſter of Arts was conferred upon him 


with great applauſe, Before this he had re- 
ceived an invitation to be maſter of the 
ſchool in his native town, which he declin- 
ed. But the reputation, which procured 
this offer, directed the views of the magi- 
ſtrates of Glouceſter to him : as his having 
refuſed it, left him free to attend to other 
overtures. In 1641, in conſequence of - 
ample recommendations, from the princi- 
pal perſons in the Univerſity, he was elect- 
ed maſter of the free-ſchool of Criſps, in 
the city of Glouceſter, This choice was ac- 
companied with earneft importunities. He 
accepted the invitation, and on his going 
to ſettle in this poſt, he was met at his ap- 
proach to the city, by the magiſtrates, and 
was received with honourable expreſſions 
of joy and reſpect. 

In this department he anſwered the ex- 
pectations which had been formed of him. 


His ſkill and faithfulneſs were eminent. 


They, who could commit their ſons to his 
1 tuition, 


„ 


tuition, congratulated, themſelves on their 
felicity. Hence, though the fixed falary 
was not great, the gratuities of parents 
made the emoluments of it conſiderable, 
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SECTION II. 


The Freedom of his Religious Enquiries. 


HE circumſtances of Mr. Biddle's 

ſituation were truly inviting, and 
opened to him a pleaſing proſpect of uſe- 
fulneſs and felicity. But his happineſs in 
it was of ſhort continuance, The love of 
money had not corrupted his mind : nor 
could the views of intereſt divert his atten- 
tion from objects of a different nature. 
That freedom of enquiry which he had diſ- 
covered in his philoſophical and academical 
ſtudies, was now directed to the ſubjects of 
religion. © Having laid aſide the impedi- 
e ments of prejudice, he gave himſeif li- 
te berty, we are told, to try all things, that 
ce he might hold faſt that which is good.” 

To adopt the obſervations of a great 
writer, as pertinent here, as they are juſt 
in themſelves. Since the underſtandings 

of men are ſimilar to one another, (at le 
ö B 4 ſo 
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{o much, as that no perſon can ferioufty 
maintain that 7wo and two make five,) did 
they actually read only the ſame things, 
and had they no previous knowledge to 
miſlead them, they could not but draw the 
ſame general concluſions from the fame ex- 
preſſions. But one man having formed an 
' hypotheſis from reading the ſcriptures, ano- 
ther, who follows him, ſtudies that hypo- 
theſis, and refines upon it, and another 
again refines upon him ; till in time, the 
ſcriptures themſclves are little read by any 
of them: and are never looked into but 
with minds prepoſſeſſed with the notions of 
others concerning them. At the ſame time 
ſeveral other original readers and thinkers, 
having formed as many other hypotheſes, 
each of them a little different from all the 
reſt, and all of them being improved upon 
by a ſucceſſion of partiſans, each of whom 
contributes to widen the difference; at laſt 
no religions whatever, the moſt diſtinct ori- 
ginaliy, are more different from one ano- 

ther, than the various forms of oe and the 


ſame religion. *. 
« To 


« To remedy this inconvenience, we 
muſt go back to firſt principles. We muſt 
begin again, each of us carefully ſtudying 
the ſcriptures for ourfelves, without the 
help of commentators, comparing one part 
with another. And when our minds ſhall, 
by this means, have been expoſed to the 
fame influences, we ſhall think” and feel'i in 
the ſame manner. 

« Were it poſſible for a number of per- 
ſons to make but an eſſay towards comply- 
ing with this advice, by confining them- | 
ſelves foi the compaſs of a ſingle year, to 
the daily reading of the ſcriptures, without 
any other religious books whatever, I am 
perſuaded, that, notwithſtanding their pre- 
vious differences, they would think much 
better of one another thah they had done 
before. They would all have more nearly | 
the fame general ideas. of the contents, and 
of the chief arcicles of chriſtian faith and 
duty. By reading the whole themſetves; 
they could hardly avoid receiving the deep- 
eſt impreſſions of the certainty, and impor- 
Lance of the great and leading principles ; 

B 5 thoſe 


thoſe which they would find moſt frequently 
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and earneſtly inculcated : and their parti- 
cular opinions having come leſs frequently 
in view, would be leſs obſtinately retained. 
It was in this manner, I can truly ſay, that 
I formed the moſt ine of my opi- 
nions in religion“. ?“ 

In this manner it appears, that Mr. Biddle 


formed thoſe ſentiments, by which he was 


afterwards diſtinguiſhed. He gave the 
Holy Scriptures a diligent reading : and 
made uſe of no other rule to determine 
controverſies about religion, than the /crip- 
tures ; and of no other authentic interpreter, 
if a ſcruple aroſe, concerning the ſenſe of 
the ſcriptures, than rea/on f. 

This method of ſettling the mind on 
points of religious enquiry, he ſtrongly re- 
commended to others. If thou, Chriſtian 


reader, doſt from thy heart aſpire to the 


knowledge of God, and his fon Jeſus 
Chriſt, wherein, as Chriſt himſelf teſtifieth, 


” PrresTLEY's Conſiderations on di Aer of * 


ion i in Religion, p. 25, 26. p 


t Lie, p. 4+ and Teſtimonies, p. 92. 12mo. 
eternal 
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eternal life doth conſiſt, John 17. 3. fetch 
not the beginning thereof either from So- 
cinus (a man otherwiſe of great under- 
ſtanding in the myſtery of the Goſpel) nor 
from his adverlaries ; but being mindful 
of thoſe words, Luke x. 22. None knoweth 


who the Son is but the Father; aud who 
the Father is, but the Son, and he to whom 


the Son will reveal him: lay aſide, for a 


while, controverſial writings, together with 
thoſe prejudicate opinions that have been 
inſtilled into thine unwary underſtanding, 
and cloſely applying thyſelf to the ſearch 
of the New Covenant, moſt ardently im- 
plore the grace of Chriſt, that he would 
be pleaſed to maniteſt himſelf and the 
Father to thee; and make no doubt bur 
the true light will at length illuminate the 


eyes of thy mind, that thou mayeſt walk 


in the way that leadeth unto life *.” 
So faithfully did Mr. Biddle himſelf pur- 


ſue this plan of inveſtigating divine truth, 


that he derived all his learning in matters 


See preface to a Diſcourle concerning the peace 
and concord of the church, p. a, 3, 4, 
of 


( 12 ) 
of religion from the aſſiduous ſtudy of the 
ſcriptures, eſpecially of the New Teſta- 
ment; with which he was fo converſant, 
that he retained it all in his memory ver- 
| batim, not only in Engliſh but in Greek, 
as far as the fourth chapter of the Revela- 
tions. The natural conſequence and ad- 
vantage of this perfect and exact knowledge 
of the New Teſtament, -it is obvious, muſt 
have been a comprehenſive view of its 
contents, a familiar acquaintance with its 
language and phraſeology, ſo as readily. to 
compare it together as it occurred to his 


© recolle&tion from different places, and a 


command of the full connexion in which 
any paſſage ſtands. 
It alſo appears, that when he firſt began 
to purſue religious enquiries, and to form 
his ſentiments for himſelf, he did not, as 
many have, immediately read the firſt writers 
of the Chriſtian Church. For, in a piece 
he afterwards publiſhed, having quoted ſome 
paſſages from Euſebius, he adds, How 
plainly now doth Euſebius, by the paſſages 
cited out of him » give atteſtation to what 
| wo I hold 
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1 hold touching the nature of the Ho. y 
Spirit, ſo that one would think I learned it 
from him; whereas I knew not either of 
his book, or of what was delivered therein, 
a great while after 1 bad delivered my 
opinion “. 

The tract where he Fc ex preſſes hin- 
ſelf, ſnews indeed, that he Es care- 
fully examined the fathers, to aſcertain 
their ſentiments concerning the One God: 
but it likewiſe proves, that he had a low 
opinion of their judgment, or of the weight 
of their teſtimony, which he uſed merely as 
an argumentum ad hominem. | 

It may be alledged, as a clear proof of 
the independence of Mr. Bidales mind, 
and of his freedom from the influence of 
human authority, that he had read no Se- 
cinian writer when he ſettled his judgment 
concerning the doctrine of the Trinity, 
though he afterwards looked into the Polio 
writers of that claſs, | 


* The Teſtimonies, p. 7, or the ſame in * 
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3 tarian Tracts, v. 1. p. 27. 


** 

It is remarkable, that alſo the candid and 
excellent Dr. Lardner, who amongſt the 
writers of this century, takes a lead on the 
Unitarian fide, declares the ſame of himſelf. 
« ] muſt acknowledge that I have not been 
* greatly converſant with the writers of that 
uh "denomination, (i. e. the Socinians.) I 
have never read Crellius de uno Deo Patre : 
though I believe it to be a very good book. 
There is alſo in our own language a collec- 
1 tion of Unitarian Tracts in two or three 
quartos. But I am not acquainted with it. 
of Nor can I remember that I ever looked into 
1 it. I have formed my ſentiments upon 
the ſcriptures, and by reading ſuch com- 
mentators, chiefly, as are in the beſt re- 
pute. I may add, that the reading of the 
antient writers of the church has been of uſe 


to confirm me, and to aſſiſt me in clearing 
difficulties “.“ 
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»A Letter on the Logos, written in the year 
1730, p. 55. Since the above was drawn up, the 
author has received a letter from a learned and ju- 
dicious correſpondent, a Miniſter of an Unitarian 


Society 
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Whether theſe eminent and able perſons, 
Biddle and Lardner, attained to the know- 
ledge of the truth, every one muſt judge 
for himſelf. 'But this is certain, a method 
more proper in itſelf, or more promiſing 
of ſucceſs, could not be adopted, than a 
diligent application to the only authoritative 
ſource of true information on the ſubje& of 
their enquiry. 

To return to Mr. Biddle. The temper, 
with which he proſecuted his enquiries, was 
' ſuitable to the nature and importance of 

his reſearches. > 


Society amongſt the Baptiſs in Holland, who ſays 
the ſame of himſelf. *©* I was in the ſame caſe with 
Dr. Lardner, and could uſe his words. (See Liu n- 
S8Y's Two Diſſertations, p. 48.) To this time, I 
never had read Secinus or Socinian writers, before 
the works of Lind/ey, by which my own ſentiments 
are enlarged. I read, before the year 1775, no 
commentators, no antient writers of the church, 
A year's ſtudying the Old and New Teſtament led 
me into the way of truth. My honoured mafter 
was an Arian, rather Clartian. More than one of 
my friends, after my example, found the truth by 
reading alone the ſcriptures." 


As 
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As the lucrative proſpects of his ſitua- 


tion did not ſeduce him into an indifference 
to the knowledge of divine truth; ſo, we 
are told, that he was influenced in his pur- 


ſuit of it, not by a vain curioſity, but by 


* the love of Chriſt, who is truth and life.” 
His diligent reading of the ſcriptures was 
accompanied with fervent prayers for the 
divine illumination. The manner and ftrain 
of his addreſs, prefixed to his Twelve Ar- 
guments, is a ſpecimen and proof of that 
ſerious ſpirit which he poſſeſſed ; and of 


the pious convictions under which his re- 
ſearches were conducted. 


« Chriſtian reader, I beſeech thee,” he 
writes, © as thou tendereſt thy ſalvation, that 
thou wouldſt thoroughly examine the fol- 
lowing diſputation in the fear of God, con- 
fidering how much his glory is concerned 


therein“. 


Theſe arguments were not offered to the 
public with a deciſive tone, and as the 
reſult of a fixed determination on the point, 

* Twelve Arguments. The preface, or Unitarian 
Tracts, v. 1. p. 16. 

which 
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which is diſcuſſed in them; but with the 
| avowed deſign af calling farth ſome able 
and learned perſons to inveitigate the 
queſtion, and reſolve his doubts. oo 
« The author,” he ſays, © hath a long 


time waited upon learned men, for a ſatis _ 


factory anſwer to theſe arguments; but hath 
received none. His hopes are, that the 
publiſhing of them will be a means to pro- 
duce it; that he may receive ſatisfaction, 
and others may be held no longer in ſuſ- 
penſe, who are. in travail with an earn 
expectation as well as he *,” 

Upon Mr. Bidale's examination of the 
Holy Scriptures, it appeared to him, that 
the common doctrine concerning the Tri- 
nity was not well founded in revelation, 
much leſs in reaſon, Being as communi- 
cative of his ſentiments, when occaſion 
offered, as he was free in his enquiries, he 
ſpake of his doubts without reſerve, and 
opened his reaſons for calling the truth of 
that doctrine into queſtion. This diſco- 
very of his thoughts ſoon alarmed the 


Twelve Arguments, the preface, p. 4, 5. 
fears, 


166 


fears, and inflamed the ſpirits of ſome 
zealots. The charge of hereſy was raiſed 


the point about which he was accuſed, the 
following Confeſſion of Faith, viz. 
1 believe that there is but one infi- 
nite and almighty eſſence, called Goo. 
2. I believe, that as there is but one 


infinite and almighty eſſence, ſo there is 


but one perſon in that eſſence. 
3. I believe that our Saviour Jeſus 


- Chriſt is truly God, by being truly, really 


and properly united to the only perſon of : 


the infinite and almighty eſſence. 


This confeſſion was made May 2, 1644. 
It failed of giving ſatisfaction to the ma- 
giſtrates, who urged him to be more e- 
plicit concerning the plurality of perſons in 


the divine eſſence. Accordingly, about 


four days after, knowing that the word | 


Perſon, when aſcribed to the Divine Being, 


was uſed in various ſenſes, both by the i 
antient fathers and modern writers, he con- 


felled, 


againſt him, and he was ſummoned before 
the magiſtrates; to whom he exhibited, on 


C19 
feſſed, that there were three in that one 
divine eſſence, commonly termed perſons. 

« By this it appears, obſerves the author 
of his life, that how diſtinct ſoever might 
e be his conceptions concerning the Trinity, 
be yet he was not determinate enough in his 
i- WM cxprefling of that matter, as he became not 

long after.” Mr. Biddle's ſecond con- 
je feſſion was indeed clearly contradictory to 
W the firſt which he exhibited. But candor 
vill make every allowance for a man, pro- 
bably intimidated by the proſpect of a 
E priſon ; whoſe mind was not fully made up 
on a queſtion involved in the intricacies of 
IF ſcholaſtic controverſy, and whoſe holy for- 
IF titude was as yet in the firſt feeble ſtage of 
Fits exerciſe, 


2 . no 
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afterwards, he expreſſed himſelf with greater 
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SECTION III. 


_ His Tra& entitled Twelve Arguments. 


N whatever darkneſs or ambiguity the 
language of Mr. Biddle was involved, 
when he was ſummoned a ſecond time, to 
make a confeſſion of his faith; it reflects 
honour on his ſincerity and fortitude, that, 


clearneis and preciſion. Inſtead of deſiſt- 


ing from enquiries which had already threat- 


ened, nay endangered, his ſecurity and 
peace, he reſumed them with new vigour, 
and with a ſerious ſpirit of piety and earneſt 
prayer to Almighty God for his aſſiſtance, 
he purſued his examination of the ſcriptures, 
on the point in diſpute, with greater atten- 
tion and care, | | 

« A love of ſacred truth is hardly con- 
ſiſtent with an abſalute indifference about 


its reception in the world.” The mind 


of Mr. Biddle, it appears, was as act ve to 
impart, 


6 


impart, as it was ſolicitous to gain the 
knowledge of divine things. His reſolu- 
tion to aver and communicate his coneep- 
tions kept pace with the convictions which 
he obtained on the points he inveſtigated. 
For as he proceeded in his reſearches, he 
conferred with his friends on the ſubje& 
and reſult of his enquiries, and freely open- 
ed his mind on the queſtions concerning 
one God and three perſons. 

Amongſt other communications, that 
he made to his acquaintance was a paper, 
entitled, . Twelve Arguments drawn out of 
the ſcripture, wherein the commonly re- 
ceived opinion touching the Deity of the 
Holy Spirit is clearly- and fully refuted,” 
Theſe arguments were drawn up in the 
form of ſo many ſyllogiſms, and each was 
illuſtrated and ſupported by diſtin& expla- 
nations and reaſonings. 

To many, who with the author do not 
embrace the common doctrine of the Tri- 
nity, his arguments under thoſe logical 
propoſitions, will appear to reſt- more on 
the ſound of words, than to be derived from 

a liberal 
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a liberal interpretation of ſcripture, and an 


enlarged acquaintance with its idioms and 
language. 2: 

They all proceed on this principle, and 
are meant to eſtabliſh it, viz. that the holy 
Spirit is a perſon or intelligent Being. The 
ſame opinion of the diſtinct perſonality 
of the Holy Spirit has been advanced and 
defended by conſiderable writers “, who 
have denied his Deity. But the moſt full 
and candid view of the language of ſcrip- 
ture, on this head, has been given us by 
the excellent Dr. Lerdner f. 

The point elucidated and argued in this 


tract is, © that by the words, the Spirit, 


e the Spirit of God, and the Spirit of the 
« Lord, which occur in the Old Teſta- 


See Dr. Scott's Demonſtration of the Scrip- 
ture Doctrine of the Trinity, and an Appeal to 
the Common Senſe of Chriſtian People, 

+ A Letter concerning the Logos, written in the 
year 1730, the firſt poſtſcript, The point has been 
very lately diſcuſſed, and cloſely argued in an in- 


genious little tract, entitled, The Imperſonality | 


of the Holy Spirit. Printed for John Maſſom, 
1787,” n | 
e ment; 


tic 
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1 « ment, is meant, not a being or an intelli- 
d gent agent; but a power, a gift, a favour, 
Jaa bleſſing: and that by the phraſes, the 
« Spirit, the Holy Spirit, the Holy Ghoſt, 
« the Spirit of God, the Spirit of Truth, 
« the Comforter, in the New Teſtament, is 
« alſo meant a gift, or the plentiful ef- 
« fuſion of miraculous and ſpiritual gifts.” 
Were it not to incur the cenſure of dog- 
matiſing and uſing too deciſive a tone, one 
would be tempted to pronounce this piece of 
Dr. Lardner's ſatisfactory and unanſwerable. 

One remark of the great author deſerves 
particular attention, and carries great force 
with it. It is this: © That there is not in 
the Acts of the Apoſtles, or in any other 
book of the New Teſtament, any account 
of the appearance and manifeſtation of a 
great agent or perſon, after our Saviour's 
aſcenſion ; therefore no ſuch thing was pro- 
miſed or intended by our Saviour, or ex- 
pected by the Apoſtles, who could not but 
know his meaning.“ 


This fact ſeems to have eſcaped the atten- 


tion of thoſe, who haye argued for the per- 
ſonality 


ſonality of the Holy Spirit: nor have they 
made due allowance for the ſtyle of the 
Holy Scriptures, in which it is not uncom- 
mon to perſonify many things, to which we 
do not aſcribe intelligence. In this view 
the expreſſions concerning charity, ſin and 
death, are explicit and ſtrong, as any 
that are applied to the Holy Spirit. f 
As to our Lord's language in particular, 
it is on this point, a very pertinent and ſen- 
ſible obſervation of a great writer: © That 
it is leſs extraordinary that the figure called 
perſonification, ſhould be made uſe of by 
him here, as the peculiar preſence of the 
ſpirit of God, which was to be evidenced 
by the power of working miracles, was to 
| ſucceed in the place of a real perſon, -viz. | 
himſelf, and to be to them what he himſelf | 
had been, viz. their advocate, comforter, 
and guide. 

It was, it ſhould ſeem, a long time, be- 
fore the idea of the perſonality of the Holy 
Spirit became a fixed opinion, and an arti- 
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* PrIESTLEY'S Hiſtory of the Corruptions of 


Chriſtianity, vol. i. part 2. 5 7. p. 88. * 
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cle of faith. For, as it is modeſtly expreſ- 
ſed by Dr. Lardner, on a review of the 
chriſtian writers of the firſt three centuries, 
ce jt is probable, that the doctrine of the 
Trinity, which is now commonly received, 
and which is ſo much difliked by many, 
was not formed all at once, but was the 
work of ſeveral ages“. 

To return to Mr. Biddle's tract, To it 
are ſubjoined expoſitions of ſome particular 
texts, the elucidation of which is connected 
with the queſtions diſcuſſed in the Twelve 
Arguments, It may be uſeful, and accept- 
able, if we ſelect one or two of theſe ex- 
poſitions. 

For inſtance, 1 John 5, 7. And theſe 
three are one. Mr. Biddle waves ſpeaking 
of the ſuſpectedneſs of the text, but ob- 
ferves : * That it would have been hard, if 
not impoſſible, (had not men been precor- 
rupted) that it ſhould ever come into any 
one's head to imagine, that this phraſe, are 


* The ſame, p. go. and Lardner's LE: on the 
Logos, p. 107, 
| C one, 
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one, did ſignify, have one eſſence: ſince ſuch 
an expoſition 1s not only contrary to com- 
mon ſenſe, but alſo to other places of ſcrip- 
ture, wherein this kind of ſpeaking perpe- 
tually ſignificth an union 1n conſent and 
agreement, or the like, but never an union 
in eſſence, To omit other ſacred writers, 
this very Apoſtle in his . Goſpel, ch. xvii. 
verſes 11, 21, 22, 2.3, uſeth this ſame ex- 
preſſion ſix times, intimating no other but 
an union of agreement: yea, in verſe 8. 
of this very chapter in his epiſtle, he uſeth it 
in the ſame ſenſe. For though the expreſſion 
varieth - ſomewhat in the ordinary Greek 
Teſtament, in that the prepoſition e is pre- 
fixed, (although the Complutenſian Bible 


readeth it, « #0 er eich, in both verſes) yet 


is the ſenſe the ſame; this latter being 
ſpoken after the Hebrew idiom, the former 


according to the ordinary phraſe : for con- 


firmation whereof ſee Matt. xix. ver. 5 
and 6. together in the original. Where- 
fore this expreſſion ought to be rendered 
alike in both verſes ; as the former interpre- 
ters did it, though the latter interpreters in 

v. 8. 
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v. 8. have rendered it agree in one, putting 
the gloſs inſtead of the tranſlation “.“ 

On Jaiab vi. 9, 10. Mr. Biddle ob- 
ſerves, that it is argued that the Holy 
Spirit is the Lord; becauſe on comparing 
this text with Acts xxvin. 25, 26, 27. that 
which in Jaiab is attributed to the Lord, is 
in the A#s aſcribed to the Holy Spirit. 
Which kind of arguing, though it be very 
frequent with them, is yet very frivolous : 
for at this rate, he adds, I may alſo con- 
clude, that becauſe what is attributed to 
the Lord, Exod. xxxii. 11. is in the 7th 
verſe of the ſame chapter aſcribed to Moſes : * 
WF therefore Moſes is the Lord. And becauſe 
what is attributed to the Lord in Jaiab 
XZ txv. 1. is in the xth of Romans, verſe 20. 
aſcribed to {/aiah ; therefore Jaiab is the 
Lord. And becauſe what is attributed to 
Bop, 2 Tim. i. 8, 9. is by Paul attri- 
buted to himſelf, 1 Cor. ix. 22. and to 


* Twelve Arguments, in 12m. 1647. p. 19, 20. 
or, Unitarian T'ra&s, v. i. p. 9. 


C 2 Timothy, 
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Timothy, 1 Tim. iv. 16. therefore Pant, 
yea, Timothy, is Go 4. z 
| Theſe remarks are capable of an exten- 
ſive application in the diſpute concerning 
the eſſence of Chriſt, and his equality with 
the Father. The laſt obſervation in parti- 
cular, affects almoſt the whole ſeries of 
arguments in vindication of that opinion. 
The tract, of which we are now ſpeak- 
ing, though originally drawn up for the 
peruſal of his friends, and for private uſe, 
was followed with the moſt ſerious conſe- 
quences to the author, and with a great 
revolution in his condition. 


t As before, p. 26, 27. or, Unitarian Trags, 
V, 1. P- 12. 1 
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SECTION . 
Proceeaings againſt Mr. Biddle. 


HERE is no act of iniquity, to which 
falſe zeal hath not prompted men. It 
hath not only drawn the ſword, and kindled 


the fire, to reſtrain and puniſh what has 


been deemed heretical pravity, but, when 
open and obvious proofs of it have not 
lain againſt a perſon, by interrogatories and 


tortures, it hath extorted conteſſions on 


which to- ground a conviction. It hath 
conſtrued ſuſpicions into proofs. It hath 
invited or diſpoſed men to violate the con- 
fidence of friendſhip, and given a ſanſtion 
to perfidy. Of this the hiſtory of Mr. 
Biddle furniſhes a melancholy proof, 

The Twelve Arguments, noticed in the 
laſt ſection, were communicated among 
others, to one, who, while Mr. Biddle 
moſt probably thought him a ſincere en- 
quirer after truth, ſhewed himſelf unworthy 
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of any confidence, For, inſtead of weigh- 
ing the force of the reaſoning, or endea- 


vouring in the intercourſes of private friend- | 


ſhip, to convince Mr. Biddle of its fallacy, 
he was ungenerous enough to betray him to 


the magiſtrates of Glouceſter, and to the 


committee of the parliament, that then re- 


ſided there. F 
The conſequence of this information be- 


ing lodged againſt him was, that he was 


committed to the common goal, December 


2, 1645. This commitment was cruel and 
peculiarly afflictive to him: for he was, at 


the time, ill of a dangerous fever, The | 


deſign of his impriſonment was to ſecure 
his perſon, till the parliament ſhould take 


cognizance of the affair. The ſeverity of 
this proceeding, happily, was ſoon mitigated 
by the interpoſition of a compaſſionate | 


friend, a perſon of eminence in Glouceſter, 
who procured his enlargement, by giving 
bail for his appearance, when the parlia- 


ment ſhould ſee fit to call him to their ' 


bar. 


er 
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About June, 1646, Archbiſhop Uſer, 
paſſing through Glouceſter, in his way to 
London, had a conference with Mr. Biddle, 
reſpecting his ſentiments concerning the 
Trinity, and endeavoured to convince 
him that he was in an error, but without 
effect. 


Six months after he was ſet at liberty, 
Mr. Biddle was ſummoned to appear at 
Weſtminſter, and the parliament imme- 
diately choſe a committee, to whom the 
cognizance of his cauſe was referred. Upon 
his examination, he freely and candidly con- 
feſſed, © that he did deny the commonly 
received opinion concerning the Deity of 
the Holy Ghoſt, as he was accuſed; but 
that he was ready to hear what could be 
oppoſed to him, and if he could not make 
out his opinion to be true, Oey to ac- 
knowledge his error. 

He was urged to declare his ſentiments 
concerning the Deity of Chriſt, but he pru- 
dently waved the queſtion, as not being 
to the point on which he was accuſed, and 
as it was a ſubject which he had not ſuffi- 
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ciently ſtudied, publickly to engage himſelf 
on it. : 

Though he endeavoured to have his 
affair brought to a concluſion on the ſingle 
queſtion, which alone was properly before 
his judges, no deciſion was paſſed ; but he 
was wearied out by tedious and expenſive de- 
lays. This induced him, at the diſtance of 
ſixteen months from his firſt commitment, 
to addreſs one of the committee, Sir Henry 
Vane, in a letter dated April 1, 1647, in 
which he folicits and beſeeches that gen- 
tleman, if he had any bowels towards the 
diſtreſſed, either ro procure his diſcharge, or 
at leaſt to make a report to the houſe, 
touching his denial of the ſuppoſed Deity 
of the Holy Spirit. | 

In this letter he plainly and fully ex- 
prelſed his ideas concerning the nature and 
offices af the Holy Spirit. © As for my 
opinion touching the Holy Spirit, it is 
that I believe the Holy Spirit to be the 
chief of all miniſtering ſpirits, peculiarly 
ſent out from Heaven to miniſter on their 
behalf that ſhall inherit ſalvation ; and I do 


place 
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place him, both according to the ſcriptures 
and the primitive. Chriſtians, and by name 
Tuſtin Martyr, in his apology, in the third 
rank afrer God and Chriſt, giving him a 
pre-heminence above all the reſt of the 
Heavenly Hoſt. So that as there is one. 
principal fpirit amongſt the evil angels, 
known in ſcripture by the name of Satan, 

or the Adverſary *, or the unclean F Spirit, 
or the evil Spirit of God , or the Spirit of 
God I, or the Spirit Þ by way of eminence; 
even ſo there is one principal Spirit (I 
borrow this appellatioa from the Septua- 
gint, who render the laſt clauſe of the 12th 
verſe of Pſalm li. in this manner, 744vpars 
WY24.0r1*@ 27881500 po, ſpiritu principals fulci 
me; ftablih me with thy principal ſpirit) 
there is, I ſay, one principal ſpirit amongſt 
the good angels, called by the name of 
the Advocate, or the Holy Spirit, or the 


® 1 Pet. 5. 8. + Zech. 13. 2. 


t In ſupport of the application of theſe terms tb 
Satan, Mr. B. refers to 1 Sam. xvi. 15, 16, and 
laſt verſe, and 1 Kings, xxii. 21. See the original. 
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Spirit *, by way of eminence. This opi- 
nion of mine is atteſted by the whole te- 
nour of the ſcripture, which perpetually 
ſpeaketh of him as differing from God, and 
inferior to him f.“ h 
Then after an enumeration of many 
texts which, in his apprehenſion, decidedly 
ſupported his ſentiments, he adds ſome 
pertinent reflections on the importance of 
the queſtion, and the nature of the pro- 
ceedings againſt him. 

© Behold now,” ſays he, © the cauſe for 
which I have lien under perſecution, raiſed 
againſt me by my adverſaries, who being 
unable to juſtify by argument their prac- 
rice of giving glory to the Holy Spirit, as 
God, in the end of their prayers, ſince there 
is neither precept nor example for it in all 
the ſcripture, and being taxed by me for 
giying the glory of God to e and 


* John xvi. 7. Epheſ. iv. 30. Neh. ix. 20. 1 
Cor. vii. 40. Acts x. 19. 
' + Twelve Arguments, Letter to a Member of 
Parkament, p. or Unitarian Tracts, Vol. 1. p. 12. 


worſhipping 


1 

worſhipping what he hath not commanded, 
nor ever came into his heart, have in a 
cruel and unchriſtian manner, reſorted to 
the arm of fleſh, and inſtigated the ma- 
giſtrate againſt me, hoping by his ſword 
(not that of the ſpirit) to uphold their will- 
worſhip; © but in vain, fince every plant 
that the Heavenly Father hath not ſet ſhall 
be rooted up. And that the practice of wor- 
ſhipping the Holy Spirit of God, as God, 
is ſuch a plant as God never ſet in his 
word, would ſoon appear to the honourable 
houſe, could they be ſo far prevailed with, 
as having laid aſide all prejudice, ſeriouſly 
to weigh the many and ſolid proofs that I 
produce for my opinion out of the ſcrip- 
ture, together with the flight, or rather 
no proofs of the adverſe party for their 
opinion; which they themſelves know not 
what to make of, but that they endeavour 
to delude both themſelves and others with 
perſonalities, modes, ſubſtances, and ſuch 
like brain-ſick notions, that have neither 
ſap nor ſenſe in them, and were firſt hatched 
by! we ſubtilty of Satan in the heads of 
C6 Platoniſts, 
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| Platoniſts, to pervert the worſhip of the 


true God, 
e Neither could this controverſy be ſet 


on foot in a fitter juncture of time than this, 


wherein the Parliament and the Kingdom 
have ſolemnly engaged themſelves to re- 
form religion both in diſcipline and doc- 
trine. For amongſt all the corruptions 
in doctrine, which certainly are many, 
there is none that more deferveth to be 
amended than this, that ſo palpably thwart- 
eth the whole tenour of the ſcripture, and 
trencheth to the very object of our worſhip, 


and therefore ought not to be lightly paſſed 


over by a man that profeſſeth himſelf a 
Chriſtian, much more a Reformer. God 


is jealous of his honour, and will not give 


it to another; we therefore, as beloved 
children, ſhould imitate our Heavenly Fa- 
ther therein, and not upon any pretence 


' whatſoever depart from his expreſs com- 


mand, and give the worſhip of the Supreme 
Lord of Heaven and Earth to him whom 
the ſcripture no where affirmeth to be 


. God, 


« For 


. 


« For my own particular, after a long 
impartial inquiry of the truth, in this con- 
troverſy, and after much and earneſt calling 
upon God, to give unto me the ſpirit of 
wiſdom and revelation in the knowledge of 
him; I find myſelf obliged, both by the 
principles of reaſon and ſcripture, to em- 
brace the opinion I now hold forth, and 
as much as in me lyeth, to endeavour that 
the honour of Almighty God be not trans- 
ferred to another, not only to the offence 
of God himſelf, but alſo of his Holy Spirit, 
who can not but be grieved to have that 
ignorantly aſcribed to himſelf, which is 
proper to God that ſends him, and which 
he no where challengeth to himſelf in ſerip- 
ture. 


« What ſhall befall me in the purſuance 
of this work, I refer to the diſpoſal: of 
Almighty God, whoſe glory is dearer to 
me, not only than my liberty, but than my 
life. It will be your part, Honored Sir, 
into whoſe hands God hath put fuch an 
opportunity, to examine the buſineſs im- 
partially, and to be an helper to the truth, 

conſidering 


— 
— — — 


me 


— * * — o 


a +4 > — *+ 
- 


— 


| 
| 
| 
i 
; 


ä—ͤ— [ U OO mr ce ee 
” 
— 
— —_ * 


391 


conſidering that this controverſy is of the 


greateſt importance in the world, and that 


the divine truth ſuffers herſelf not to be 


deſpiſed ſcot- free. 
Neither let the meanneſs of my out- 
ward preſence deter you from ſtirring, ſince 


it is the part of a wiſe man, as in all things, 
fo eſpecially in matters of religion, not to 


regard ſo much who it 1s that ſpeaketh, 


as what it is that is ſpoken; remembering 


how our Saviour in the Goſpel faith, that 


God 1s wont to hide his ſecrets from the 
wiſe and prudent, and to reveal them unto 
children. In which number I willingly 


reckon myſelf, being conſcious of my own 
perſonal weakneſs, but well aſſured of the 


evidence and ſtrength of the ſcripture to 


bear me out in this cauſe *.“ 
The effect of this pious and humble re- 


monſtrance was, that Sir Henry Vane, to 
whom it was addreſſed, ſhewed himſelf a 


friend to Mr. Biddle, and reported his caſe 


»» Twelve Arguments. The Letter written to a 


.certain Knight, p. 6, 7, 8. or Unitarian e 


v. 1. p. 14, 15, 16. 
to 
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to the houſe. The reſult was not favour- 
able to Mr. Biddle's comfort and liberty, 
for he was committed to the cuſtody of one 
of the officers of the Houſe of Commons, 
and he was continued under this reſtraint 
for the five following years. In the mean 
time the matter was referred to the conſi> 
deration of the Aſſembly of Divines, then 
ſitting at Veſtminſter, before ſome of whom 
he often appeared, and gave them, in 
writing, his twelve arguments againſt the 
Deity of the Holy Spirit, 
The anſwer to his arguments, which he 
received at any of theſe interviews was not 
ſatisfactory or convincing to his mind. 
This induced him to print them 1n the year 
1647, in hopes that the publication of 
them would not only give the world a fair 
ſtate of his caſe, but excite attention to the 
queſtion. It was accompanied with an ad- 
dreſs to the impartial reader, ſigned J. H. 
in which the writer expreſſed his own and 
the author's earneſt hope, .that the publica- 
tion of theſe arguments would engage ſome 
one to attempt a ſolid reply to them; ſuch 
a reply, 
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a reply, as would not merely tax his argu- 
ments with being weak and invalid, but, 
by clear and ſtrong reaſonings, would refute 
them, and carry conviction to inquiſitive 
and doubting minds. A reply that did 
not ſubſtitute railing for argument, and 
fupply the deficiency of its proofs by the bit- 
terneſs of its invectives. At theſe rates,” 
he obſerved, © the weakeſt man might 


eaſily ſubvert the ſtrongeſt controverſy.” 


This preface alſo beſpoke and in- 
treated the reader's very ſerious attention 
to the arguments laid before him; © as to 
a matter which affected the divine glory, 


and his own falvation;” the author re- 


queſted him, © at any hand to forbear 
condemning his opinion as erroneous, till 
he was able to bring pertinent and ſolid 
anſwers to all his arguments.” 

To ſuppreſs the piece, and to prohibit 
the progreſs of enquiry, it was juſtly ob- 
ſerved, could © no ways unſcruple doubt- 
ing ſpirits:ꝰ amongſt whom for the preſent 
the writer numbered himſelf, expecting an 
anſwer to theſe enſuing arguments, adding, 

in 


(a 1) 


in the language of a pious and ingenuous 
mind; and that God will be with him 
that undertaketh it, and write in a ſpirit of 
meekneſs, and of wiſdom, in the revelation 
and knowledge of truth, ſhall be the matter 
of his prayers, who deſires the truth may 
be cleared up, and ſhine hke the noon-day, 
and all error confounded, and vaniſh be- 
fore truth, like a miſt before the ſun.” 
J. H. * 

The publication of this tract mint! A 
great alarm, and it was called in and burnt 
by the common hangman. But this ill 
beral mode of ſuppreſſing the work, and 
ſtifling enquiry, had only a ſhort and 
temporary effect. This piece, with two 
other tracts, was reprinted by the author 
in 1653, and it was publiſhed a third time, 
amongſt the Unitariaz Tra#ts in 4to, in the 
year 1691. To which the life of the au- 
thor was prefixed, 


Twelve Arguments, in 12mo. 1647. 


SECTION 


( 42 ) 


SECTION V. 


Mr. Biddle publiſhes his Confeſſion of Faith, 
and Teſtimonies of the Fathers, 


M* Biddle appears to have poſſeſſed 
a firmneſs of mind, which not only 
ſupported him under the dark clouds that 
gathered round him, but enabled him to 
purſue his enquiries, and to publiſh, with 
ſteadineſs and freedom, his ſentiments con- 
cerning the points for which he ſuffered. 
For, being yet in priſon, he printed, in 
1648, a Confeſſion of Faith concerning the 
Holy TxziniTy, according to the ſcrip- 
ture, with the Teftimonies of ſeveral Y the 
| Fathers on this head. 

In the concluſion of the preface to the 
Confeſſion of Faith, he frankly expreſſes 
himſelf on the deſign of this publication, 
and the importance of its object. I have,” 
ſays he, © here preſented you with a Con- 


he on of Feith 5 the Holy TRI- 


NITY, 
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NITY, exactly drawn out of the ſcriptures, 
with the texts alledged at large, that fo 
you may the better judge how ſuitable the 
ſame is to the word of God. 

« Neither have I other aim in the pub- 
lication thereof than to reſtore that pure 
and genuine knowledge of God delivered 
in the ſcripture, and which hath for many 
hundred years been hidden from the eyes 
of men, by the corrupt gloſſes and tradi- 
tions of Antichriſt; who hath inſtead thereof 
obtruded upon them I know not what 
abſurd and uncouth notions, bearing them 
in hand that ignorance is the mother of 
devotion, and that they then think and 
| ſpeak beſt of God, when their conceits and 
words are oſt irrational and ſenſeleſs. By 
which means having renounced thoſe quid- 
dities and ſtrange terms, that have vitiated 
105 ſimplicity of the ſcripture, and having 

id aſleep the contentations ariſing from 
them, we ſhall at length unanimouſly with 
one mouth glorify the God and Father of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt “.“ 


* See the Confeſſion of Faith, 12mo. 1648, or Uni- 
tarian Tracts, 4to. v. 1. Tract ii. 1691. * 
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The preface, which cloſes with the pre- 
ceding paragraphs, is occupied with a full 
repreſentation of the evils, of which Mr. 
Biddle conceived the doctrine of the Trinity 


had been productive, having, as he expreſſeth 


it, © not only made way for the idolatrous 
pollutions of the Roman Antichriſt, but, 
lying at the bottom, corrupteth almoſt our 
whole religion.“ 

To illuſtrate and confirm this aſſertion, 
he obſerves that the common opinion touch- 


| ing three Perſons in God, ſubverteth the 


unity of God, fo frequently inculcated in 
the ſcripture; and that it hindereth men 
from praying according to the preſcript of 


the Goſpel, which inſtructs us to aſk of 


God the Holy Spirit, and to pray to him 
through his Son Jeſus Chriſt, which im- 


plieth that God is the Father only. 


He alſo conſiders the tenet of three Per- 


ſons in God as incompatible with the love 


and honour which we owe to the moſt High 
God; this is the higheſt love and honour 
that it is in our power to exerciſe, and of 


which one perſon only can be the object, 
who 


( 45 ) 
who can be the Father only, for the Son 
and Spirit, as the names import, deriving 
from him, can be only ſecondary objects 
of honour and love; in ſubordination ta 
the Father, and with reference to the powers 
and characters received from him. 

He repreſents it as another conſequence 
of the common opinion, that it thwarteth 
the idea, which men naturally entertain of 
God, as the Being who is the firſk cauſe 
of all things, exiſting of himſelf only, and 
all others from him. It looks therefore 
like an attempt to deprive men of their 
underſtanding, and in a point of the greateſt 
importance, to aſcribe Supreme Deity, to 
two other perſons beſides the Father, i. e. 
to aſcribe the character of the firſt cauſe, 
of ſelf-exiſtence, to beings who are cauſed ; 
or, according to the orthodox ſtyle, to the 
Son, who is begotten of the Father, and to 
the Holy Spirit, which proceedeth from 
both, 

Another conſequence of this doctrine, 
he alſo remarks, is, that it is a ſtumbling 
block to the antient people of God, the 

Jews, 
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Jews, and is a bar to their reception of 
Chriſtianity. © For they, having formerly 
ſmarted for their idolatry, are now grown 
exceeding cautious of a tenet looking that 
way.” He concludes with remonſtrating 
on the effect which the doctrine of the 
Trinity has, in impeding the accompliſh- 
ment of the prophecy long ſince delivered 
by Zechariah, ch. 14. 9. © In that day 
the Lorb ſhall be one, and his Name 

Ons.” Whereas, the partiſans of this doc- 
trine contend, that the LoR D is three, 
calling him Deum Trinum, and that his- 
Name is not One, but three; even the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt. 

Having thus freely arraigned the com- 
mon doctrine of the Trinity, the author, 
in the following treatiſe, ſtates and endea- 
vours to eſtabliſh his own ideas on the 
ſubject. This he does under the form of 
ſix articles or propoſitions, each of which 
is ſeparately illuſtrated by a full diſcuſſion 
of the principles it exhibits, and by a 
copious diſplay of reaſonings and divine 


authorities in proof of its truth, 
| A 


(47) 


A ſeled ion of the three firſt articles 

may be entertaining and inſtructive, as well 

as furniſh a ſpecimen of this performance. 
I. I believe that there is one moſt 
high God, Creator of heaven and earth, 
and firſt cauſe of all things pertaining to 
our ſalvation, and conſequently the ulti- 
mate object of our faith and worſhip ; and 
that this God is none but the Father of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the firſt perſon of 
the Holy Trinity. 

II. „I believe that there is one chief 
Son of the moſt high God, or ſpiritual, 
heavenly, and perpetual Lord and King, 
ſet over the church by God, and ſecond 
cauſeof all things pertaining toour ſalvation, 
and conſequently the intermediate object of 
our faith and worſhip; and that this'Son'of 
the moſt high God is none but Jeſus Chriſt, 
the ſecond perſon of the Holy Trinity *. 

III. © I believe that 7% Chrift, to the 
intent he might be our brother, and have 
a fellow-feeling of our infirmities, and fo 
become the more ready to help us (the ; 


* See p.51, on the uſe of this word "Trinity: 
conſideration 
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conſideration whereef is the greateſt en- 


couragement to piety that can be imagined}. 
hath no other than a human nature, and 
therefore in this very nature is not only a 
perſon, (ſince none but an human perſon 
can be our brother) but alſo our Lord, 
yea, our God.“ 

Were we to lay before the reader the 
illuſtrations and proofs brought forward, 
under every article, we muſt re-publiſh 
the tract at full length; yet it may be ac- 
ceptable to point out ſome remarks which 
are recommended to our attention by their 
novelty, or importance, or force. 

Under the firſt article he conſiders the 
text, Gen. 1. 26. Let us make man, as ad- 
dreſſed to the Holy Spirit, whom he con- 
ceives to be repreſented in verſe 2. Pſ. 104. 
30. and Job 26. 13. as the inſtrument of 
God in the creation; upon which he ſtarts 
this queſtion: © Had the Son of God, 
Chriſt Jeſus, been alſo employed in creating 


Adam, would he not likewiſe have been 


mentioned in the hiſtory of the creation ? 


Was it not as material, and altogether as 


of 
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of great conſequence for Moſes and the 
Jews to have known, that the Son of God 
Chriſt Jeſus was employed by God, in 
creating Adam as the Holy Spirit.” 

He grants that the holy ſcripture attri- 
buteth Creation to Chrift; but then he 
remarks, that by the nature of the thing 
itſelf, by the circumſtances of the places, 
and by expreſs words, it appears that not 
the firſt but ſecond Creation, or the re- 
duction of chings into a new ſtate or order, 
is meant. 

He argues, that Chrift expreſsly pre- 
cludes our conceiving of him as the Creator 
of Adam, when he aſcribes it to another 
Being, Matt. 19. 14. in that deſcription, 
HE that made them, He conſiders this 
notion as totally incompatible with the lan- 
guage of Peter and Paul concerning Chriſt : 
the former ſpeaking of him as fore-ordained 
or fore-known before the foundation of the 
world; which can be ſaid only of things 
that are to come, and are not already in 
being. The latter, Rom. 5. 14. deſcrib- 
ing Adam as the Type of Him that was to 

D come, 


* 


„ 


come, or as the Greek, was to be, ue x0. O56. 
Could Adam be a type of a being already 


exiſting? or was the Creator of Adam yet 
to be; as yet to exiſt? or can it be ſaid of 
any one, that he is to be, when he is already 
in being ? 
Under the ſecond article, he argues that 
Phil. 2. 5. can not be underſtood to ſpeak 
of what is called the Incarnation; becauſe 
the Apoſtle, exhorting the Philippians to hu- 
mility from the example of Chriſt, muſt 
be ſuppoſed to draw his argument from 


ſome inſtance, that was conſpicuous, and 


had been viſible to ſight and contemplation, 
whach the incarnation could not be. He 
further urges, that, in this paſſage, the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks of our Lord only as a man. 

On 1 Cor. 8. 6. By whom are all things, 
he remarks, by all things are not here meant 


all things ſimply, but all things pertaining 


to our ſalvation, as is evident from this, 
that the Apoſtle ſpeaketh of Chriſtians, 


and putteth an article before the word all 


in the Greek, which implieth reſtriction “. 


* ra Tale. 
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In diſcuſſing the third article concerning 
the ſtrict humanity of Chriſt, having quoted 
2 Tim. 2. 5. John 3. 13. ch. 6. 62. ch. 
8. 49. ch. 3. 14, 15. Matt. 9. 6, 7, 8 
Matt. 16. 27, 28. Dan. 7. 13, 14. he ob- 
ſerveth, © that the moſt excellent things 
which are in the ſcripture attributed to 
Chriſt, are attributed to him not only under 
the notion, but alſo under the very name 
of a Man. 

In the title of the Tract, which we are 
reviewing ſtands the word Trinity, and it 
frequently occurs in the following pages, 
as a term adopted by the author to convey 
a ſcriptural truth. This, conſidering the 
main drift and tendency of the Treatiſe, 
may ſurprize the reader. It may, certainly, 
be concluded from hence, that he had no 
objection to the uſe of the word; whether 


it was done with a deſign more eaſily to 


inſinuate his ideas of the ſcripture doctrine 
on this point, viz. that ir conſiſted of one 
God, one Lord, and one Spirit; or whether 
it proceedeth from the mere force of early 
habit, which often laſt of all permits us to 

D 2 give 
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give up words, though we may long before 
have diſcarded the ideas generally affixed 
to them. 


But it is not duly conſidered that the uſe 
of words, to which cuſtom has long affixed 
a peculiar ſenſe, will continue to awaken 
in the mind thoſe ideas which they have ge- 
nerally been employed to expreſs; and 
that the force of the old meaning will pre- 
vail over any gloſs or interpretation, with 
which we may accompany them. Would 
we get rid of error, we muſt lay aſide the 
terms under which it has been clothed, as 


well as explode the ideas themſelves. At 
leaſt this ſnould be done with reſpect to 
ſuch terms as, like the word Trinity, have 
no ſanction from the language of ſcripture, 
but are ſurely human inventions. 


Mr. Biddle's Confeffion of Faith was 
ſdon ſucceeded by another Tract, entitled, 
The TxsTIMontes of Ireneus, Juſtin Mar- 
tyr, Novatianus, Theophilus (who lived the 


two firſt centuries after Chriſt was born, or 


thereabouts) as alſo Arnobius, Lactantius, 
Enſebius, Mal and Brightman; con- 
cerning 


— 4 
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cerning that one Gop and the perſons of 
Holy Trinity. Together with obſerva- 
tions on the ſame, printed at London. 

It may appear inconſiſtent with the 
avowed principles of Mr. Biddle, who pro- 
feſſed to derive his ſentiments ſolely from 
the ſcriptures, that he ſhould make an ap- 
peal to human teſtimonies. The reaſon. 
and propriety of his adopting this mode 
of arguing are ſtated by himſelf at the cloſe 
of this piece. 

© Thoſe human teſtimonies above writ- 
ten have I aliedged, not that I much re- 
gard them as to myſelf (who make uſe of 
no other rule to determine controverſies 
about religion, than the ſcripture; and of 
no other authentic interpreter, if a ſcruple 
ariſe concerning the ſenſe of ſcripture, than 
reaſon) but for the ſake of the adverſaries, 
who continually crake the Fathers, the 
Fathers. And though ſuch of them as 
diſſent from the Church of Rome, lay aſide 
this plea, when they have to do with Pa- 
piſts about ſundry points of controverly ; 
yet do they take it up again, in a manner 
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waving the ſcripture, when they argue 
with me. | | 

te For it is apparent, that the Fathers of 
the two firſt centuries, or thereabouts, 
when the judgments of Chriſtians were 
yet free, and not enſlaved with the deter- 
minations of Councils, aſſerted the Father 


only to be that one God, and ſo were in the 
main right as to the faith concerning the 


Holy TRINITY, however they went awry 


in imagining two natures in Cbriſt, which 
came to paſs (as we before hinted) partly 
becauſe they were great admirers of Plato, 
and accordingly (as Juſtus Lipfius ſome- 
where faith) did in outward profeſſion ſo 


put on Chriſt, as that in heart they did not 


put off Plato, wittily applying his high no- 
tions touching the creation of the world, 
to what was ſimply and plainly ſpoken of 
the man Cbriſt Jeſus, in relation to the 
Goſpel by the Apoſtle John; partly that 


they might thereby avoid the ſcandal 
of worſhipping a crucified man, a thing 


then very odious amongſt Jews and Pa- 
| | gans, 


G 
gans, and now amongſt deluded Chrif- 
tians “.“ 

Amongſt other paſſages cited by Mr. 
Biddle from the antient Chriſtian writers, 
is that from Juſtin Martyr, lately quoted 
by Dr. Prieſtley, whoſe inferences from it 
have been controverted by his opponents. 
It may therefore be acceptable to the rea- 
der, if we lay before him Mr. Biddle's 
tranſlation of the paſſage, and remarks 
on it. 

ee Nevertheleſs, O TxypnoN, ſaid I, 
this remaineth ſafe, that ſuch a one is the 
Chrift of God, although I can not demon- 
ſtrate that he was, before, the Son of the 
maker of all things, being a God, and was 
born a man by the Virgin, it being every way 
demonſtrated that he is the Chriſt of Gad, 


whoſcever otherwiſe: be ſhall be found to be. 
But if I ſhall not demonſtrate that he did 


The Teſtimonies, &c. printed in 12mo. p. 83, 
84. or Unitarian Tracts, 4to. V. 1. Tra@ 4. 


p. 30. 
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Pre- exiſt, and according to the counſel ff 
the Father endured to be born a man of like 
affettions with us, being endued with fleſh, 
it is juſt and fit to ſay that I am miſtaken 
in this only, and not to deny. that be is the 
Chriſt, if he appear to be a man born 
of men, and to become the Chriſt by elec- 
Hon. 

« For there are ſome, dear friends, ſaid 
J, of our kind, who confeſs him to be the 
Chriſt, yet hold him to be a man born of 
men. To whom 1 aſſent not; no, thuugh 
very many of the ſame opinion with me 
ſhould ſpeak it, fince we are commanded by 
Chriſt himſelf not to hearken to the doctrines 
of men, but to ſuch things as have been 
promulgated by the Prophets of happy me- 

mory, and taught by himſelf. 

« And TRYPHON replied, They that ſay 
be was a man, and according to election 
anointed and made Chriſt, methinks ſpeak 
more probably, than you who ſay ſuch things 
as you relate. For all we expect that the 
Chriſt ſhall be a man of men.“ 


On 


| ("008 
On this paſſage Mr. Biddle offers ſome 
ſtrictures. © Obſerve here,” Chriſtian 
Reader, that Juſtin Martyr did not think 
it inconſiſtent that Jeſus ſhould be the 
Chriſt, although he had no other than 
the humane nature. Secondly, that divers 
Chriſtians, whom Juſtin himſelf owned for 
ſuch, for he ſaith that they were of the 
ſame kind, and opinion with him, did then 
de facto affirm that Jeſus, whom they 
counted the Chriſt, had none but a hu- 
mane nature, Both which were in the 
ſucceeding age by Athanaſius, and ſince 
by other ſuch like furious Zealots, ſtiffly 
denied, and he pronounced utterly incapa- 
ble of eternal life, who ſhould not believe, 
not only that Chriſt had another nature, 
but (what neither Juſtin Martyr, nor 
any other of the Chriſtians, who lived in 
the two firſt centuries, and whoſe works 
are extant, ever did affirm) that that 
other nature was the very nature of the 
Moſt High God. Thirdly, that the Jews 
(who would be happy, were their opi- 
„ nion, 
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nion, concerning the kingdom of Chriſt, 
as true as that they hold concerning his 
nature,) did not believe that the Chriſt, 
who was to come; ſhould be other than 
a man 


®* Teſtimonies, p. 24, &c. ed. in 12mo. or, Uni- 
tarian Tracts, v. i. Tract 4. p. 9, 10. 18. 
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SECTION VI. 


A cruel Ordinance obtained againſt Ms. 
Biddle. 


T is not ſuppoſeable that theſe pieces 

of Mr. Biddle could be publiſhed with- 
out drawing a great odium on their author, 
or that this attack, on prevailing and eſta- 
bliſhed opinions, could be made without 
raiſing indignation againſt him. At that 
time the ſupreme power was ſolely in the 
hands of the Parliament, the Epiſcopalian 
Hierarchy had been overturned, and in the 
room of it had ſucceeded a Preſbyterian 
and Eccleſiaſtical Government, the high 
Court of which ſat at Weſtminſter, and 
conſiſted of an Aſſembly of Divines. Theſe 
took the alarm at the appearance of Mr. 
Biddle's writings ; and, inſtead of apply- 
ing themſelves to the refutation of his ſen- 
timents by a candid and ſolid anſwer to his 
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arguments, they applied to the civil power, 
and ſupplied the defect of their own exer- 
tions by recourſe to its commanding ter- 
rors. They preferred the carnal to the 


ſpiritual weapon, and found a more expe- 


ditious and popular remedy againſt the riſe 
of Hereſy, in the uſe of the ſword, than in 
that of the pen. 

They accordingly ſolicited the inter- 
ference of the Parliament, and prevailed with 
x to paſs an Ordinance for the puniſhing 
of blaſphemies and hereſies; from which 
Mr. Biddle's life was in great danger; for 
though it took a wide compaſs, and was 
formed to reach a variety of opinions, yet 
it was evidently pointed, in particular, 
againſt the notions which he had ad- 
vanced. 

This Ordinance was directly pointed 
againſt ſuch as, in any mode, ſhould not 
only deny the being, omnipreſence, fore- 
knowledge, almighty power, holineſs and 
eternity of God; but who ſhould, by preach- 


ing, printing or writing, controvert the 


Deity of the Son, or of the Holy Spirit, 
| 5 or 
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or the equality of Chriſt with the Father, 
or the diſtinction of two natures, the God- 
head and humanity, or the ſinleſs perfec- 
tion of his humanity, the meritoriouſneſs 
of his death in behalt of believers; or that 
any of the books, commonly deemed cano- 
nical, were not the word of God. It pro- 
nounced thoſe, who offended in any of 
thoſe inſtances, guilty of felony, and doom» 
ed them, if convicted on confeſſion, or 
on the oaths of two witneſſes, before two 
juſtices, to impriſonment without bail or 
mainprize, until the next gaol-delivery, 
when the witneſſes were bound to grve 
evidence, and the party were to be indicted 
for felonious publiſhing and maintaining 
ſuch error. It then enacted, that in caſe 
the inditment ſhould be found, and the 
party on his trial ſhould not abjure the 
ſame error, and maintenance and defence 
of the ſame, that he ſhould ſuffer e pains 
of DEaTH, as in caſe of felony, without be- 
nefit of clergy. | 

It appointed the ſame proceſs, and de- 


creed the ſame ſentence againſt thoſe who 
had 
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had been formerly indicted on the ſame 
grounds, and after having abjured their error, 

| ſhould again publiſh and maintain the 

ſame. | 

If the ſanction by which this Ordinance 

_ enforced other determinations, wore a 

milder aſpect, what was wanting in the 

ſeverity of its ſentence, was counterbalanc- 

ed by the rigour with which it extended 

and multiplied its deciſions. To maintain 

and publiſh that all men ſhould be ſaved ; 

that man hath by nature free-will to turn 

to God; that the ſoul dieth or ſleepeth after 

the body is dead ; that revelations or work- 

ings of the ſpirit are a rule of faith; that 

man is bound to believe no more than by 

his reaſon he can comprehend ; that the 

two Sacraments of Baptiſm and the Lord's 

Supper, are not ordinances commanded by 

the word of God; that baptiſing Infants is 

unlawful, or ſuch Baptiſm is void, and that 

- fuch perſons ought to be baptiſed again, 

and in purſuance thereof ſhall baptiſe any 

perſon formerly baptiſed ; that the obſerva- 
tion of the Lord's day, as it is enjoined 
18 by 
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by the laws and ordinances of this realm 
is not according to, or is contrary to, the 
word of God; or that it is not lawful to 
join in public prayer or family prayer, or 
to teach children to pray; or that the 
Churches of England are no more churches, 
nor their miniſters and ordinances true mi- 
niſters and ordinances ; or that the church 
government by Preſbytery .is unlawful, or- 
antichriſtian; or that magiſtracy, or the 
power of the civil magiſtrate by law eſta- 
bliſhed in England is unlawful, or that all 
uſe of arms, though for the public defence, 
(and though the cauſe be never ſo juſt) 
ts unlawful. To advance or maintain any 
of theſe opinions, incurred, by this ordi- 
nance, impriſonment till the party ſhould 
find two fufficient ſureties, before two 
juſtices of the peace, one of them to be of 
the quorum, that he would not publiſh 
or maintain the ſame error or errors any 


more “. 
The 


* See Cos L's Hiftory of the ENSTIsR Bar- 


TISTS, vol. 1. p. 199. 205. or BRITISH BiOGRkA® 
| PHY, 


„ 

The enumeration of the opinions con- 
demned by this ordinance (ſome of which 
are omitted in this review) is ſo minute, 
and full and pointed, as plainly to ſpeak 
this language: Our principles form an 
unerring ſtandard, and not any deviation 
from it, in one inſtance, is or ſhall be ad- 
mitted.” No decree of any Councils, no 
Bull of any Pope could be more dogmatical, 
or authoritative ; few, if any, have been 
more ſanguinary. 

Beſides the ſeverity of the penalties, 
which it denounced, the mode of proceſs 
which it appointed, was arbitrary and re- 
pugnant to the conſtitution of. this country, 
in particular, as well as oppoſite to the 


PHY, vol. 6. p. 82. 84. This Ordinance is alſo 
preſerved in A Collection of Acts and Ordinances 
«© of general uſe, made in the Parliament begun 
c and held at Weſtminſter, the zd of November, 
6 1648, and ſince unto the adjournment of the Par- 
lament begun and holden the 17th of September, 
<* 1656, being a continuation of that work from 
© the end of Pulton's Collection.“ By Henry 
Scobell, Eſq. Clerk of the Parliament. Folio, 
1658, r 
general 


4 
general principles of equity and juſtice: 
for it allowed neither the privilege of a 
jury, nor the liberty of an appeal. Such 
is the operation of religious bigotry. 

The truth, indeed is, that bigotry, though 
never amiable or reaſonable, is compara- 
tively an harmleſs thing, when it exiſts 
only in individuals who are not armed 
with the power of the ſword, nor can act 
with an united and combined influence and 
authority, The alliance of the Church 
with the State, gives the ſting to this in- 
tolerant and baneful temper z and it mat- 
ters little, whether the leaders in the 
Church ſupport the rank of Biſhops, or 
move only in the humble poſt of Preſby- 
ters. 8 
Both Epiſcopacy and Preſbyterianiſm 
« adopt one grand error, productive of 
two great evils, which generate ten thou- 
ſand more, all nefarious. The great and 
fountain error is the conſidering of Con- 
ſcience, as a ſubject of human government. 
This notion produces two great evils. 1. 
LEG1SLATION ; now all human legiſlation 

18 
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is oppreſſive to conſcience, and it is imma- 
terial where this power is lodged, It is 
TyRanwy any where. 2. Enforcing laws 
made by Jeſus by penal ſanctions. In 
popery and epiſcopacy both the legiſlative 
and executive power are lodged in the ſame 
perſon. Preſbyterianiſm is exactly like 
them, and only ſwears the civil magiſtrate 
to do the worſt part of the work. From 
theſe two evils, making laws for conſcience 
and then executing them, or executing 
laws made by Jeſus Chriſt, by coercive 
meaſures, proceed confuſion and every evil 
work . 


The conduct of the Prefhnerians during 
the ſhort period, when they were in alliance 
with the ſupreme powers of this country, 
verifies the truth of theſe remarks. In re- 
ference to their meaſures Milton had every 


" reaſon to ſay with ſatirical poignancy, 
« New Preſpyter is but Old Prieſt wrote 


large. 
» Romnrnson's Plan of Lectures on the Principles 


ef Nonconformity. 5th ed. 1781. p. 39, 40. 
For 


1 


For the Ordinance, now before us, was 
only one, out of ſeveral public acts, that 
breathed the ſame intolerant, dogmatical 
ſpirit; and had the ſame baneful aſpect on 
the enquiries of the candid, and on the rights 
of conſcience. | 

The fact is, that the queſtion concerning 
the rights of conſcience, had not been 
brought into a diſcuſſion ; or, at leaſt, the 
enquiry was only in its infancy. The ob- 
ject of conteſt, between the Epiſcopaliaus 
and Preſdyterians, had been not to eſtabliſh 
and enlarge the general liberty; but to 
gain power to themſelves, and to give ſe- 
curity to their own profeſſions and opinions, 
under an idea that their own Creed, their 
own mode of worſhip alone was ſcriptural; 
and, when eſtabliſhed, was to be main- 
tained and protected by all the efforts of 
authority. 


In the courſe of the conteſt, the prgby- 
terians, for a few years, gained the ſupe- 
riority. All thoſe meaſures were then 
right, which before they felt to be unjuſt 
and oppreſſive; becauſe now they were uſed 

in 


. 
in the cauſe of God and Truth. Power 
blinded and corrupted them, as it had done 
before the Epiſcopalians. An Eccleſiaſtical 
Hierarchy, in every nation, in every age, 
under all civil revolutions, has been im- 
mical to truth, and a bar to reformation. 

In Scotland the Preſbyterian Hierarchy 
1s meliorated by its neighbourhood to this 
country, and its union with the Epiſcopa- 
lian Hierarchy under the ſame King. But 
in Geneva, and in Holland, where it reigns 
exempt from the influence and controul of 
a different and powerful body of men, it 
is by no means favourable to liberty and 
free enquiry. The ſeverity of the Placarts, 
in the latter of theſe countries, has been 
a bar to the tranſlation of the Memoirs of 
the Life and Writings of Fauſtus Socinus, 
into Dutch. No bookſeller there having 
the courage to appear as the publiſher of 
it. At Dort the tranſlation of Dr. Prie/t- 
ley's Hiſtory of the Corruptions of Chriſtia- 
nity has been ftrifily prohibited. And it 
may, on good information, be aſſerted, 
that the ſermons of the eſtabliſhed Clergy 

of 


5 , 


of Holland have, in general, little of any 
moral inſtruction ; but the ſtrain of them 
is dogmatical and intolerant. 


It is an honour to the Engliſh Proteſtant 
Diſſenters of this day, and a ground of de- 
vout thankfulneſs, that Pre/byterianiſm hath 
no exiſtence amongſt them. They who, 
very improperly, are called Pre/byterians, 
as conſiſtent Proteſtants, and as genuine 
advocates for liberty, have no rivals, and but 
few equals *. 

But it is time to drop this ſubject, and to 
return to Mr. Biddle, to whom, it was ex- 

&ed that the Ordinance, which has led us 
into theſe reflexions, would have proved 
fatal, Had it been more confined in its 
direction, it could ſcarcely have failed of 
being deſtructive to him. But its force 
was directed to ſo many objects, and ſo 
various, that it would have involved, in the 
execution of its ſentence, many whom not 


* See to this effect, the animated and eloquent 
Diſcourſes delivered before the friends of the New 
Academy at Mancheſter, in 1786, p. 25, &c. of 
Mr. Harriſon's Sermon. 


only 
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only policy taught, but neceſſity conſtrained 
them, to ſpare. For in the army, from 
which quarter the authority of Parliament 
met with conſiderable oppoſition, numbers, 
both of ſoldiers and officers, were liable to 
the ſeverities of this act. On this account, 
and becauſe there was a diſſenſion in the 
Parliament itſelf, it laid unregarded for 
ſeveral years. | 
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SECTION 


SECTION VII. 


Mr. Biddle's Sufferings from 1648 to 1651. 
His ſubſeguent enlargement and improve- 
ment of it. 


HOUGH the circumſtances noticed 

in the cloſe of the laſt Section, ener- 

vated to a great degiee, the force of that 

ſhocking Ordinance, which was aimed at 

Mr. Biddle's life, yet he ſuffered, for ſe- 

veral years, the miſeries of a ſevere im- 

priſonment. It derived, however, ſome 

mitigation, and indeed, enlargement through 
the death of Charles I. 

In the ſubſequent confuſion of the times 
ariſing from the oppoſition that the Com- 
monwealth met with from the Royaliſts, 
the Scots and the Iriſh, and from the con- 
duct of the Preſbyterians towards the New 
Government, the attention of the Parlia- 
ment and - of the Preſbyterians was na- 

turally 


1 


turally drawn off from religious diſputes to 


the eſtabliſhment of their power and in- 


fluence in the political ſcale. The Parlia- 

ment alſo interfered with explicit and 

direct exertions in favour of Toleration. 
For Cromwell, before he embarked for 


Treland, which he was appointed to reduce, 


ſent letters to the Parliament, urging the 
repeal of all the penal laws relating to 
religion. His application was ſupported 
by a petition from General Fairfax, and 
his Council of Officers, praying that all 
penal ſtatutes formerly made, whereby 
many conſcientious people were moleſted, 
might be removed. This petition was 
favourably received, and after ſome time 
paſſed into a law. 

Though it does not appear that Mr. 
Biddle, in conſequence of this, was diſ- 
miſſed from prifon by a legal and official 
diſcharge, yet, for the preſent, theſe 


meaſures . were favourable to him. His 


keeper allowed him more liberty, and per- 
mitted him, upon ſecurity being given, even 
to go into Stafßordſbire. Here the obloquy 

| WS, and 
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and confinement, which he had ſuffered, 
were, in ſome degree, ſoothed and coun- 
terbalanced by the patronage and kindneſs 
of a Juſtice of the Peace, who received 
him into his houſe, courteoufly entertained 
him, made him his Chaplain, and appointed 
him to be Preacher of a Church in that 
county, and at his death left him a le- 
gacy; which was a very ſeaſonable ſupply 
to him, as he had already ſpent nearly all 
his ſubſtance in about four years charge- 
able reſtraint“ . One regrets, that the 
Memoirs of Mr. Biddle have not perpe- 
tuared the name of the gentleman who 
acted this excellent part. He evidenced 
a laudable ſuperiority to vulgar prejudices, 
in not being aſhamed of this perſecuted 
man; and he manifeſted a chriſtian bene- 
volence and fortitude, in affording to him 
his patronage, and in miniſtring to his 
wants, It is a pleaſing thought, that 
though the names of thoſe who perform 
ſuch good deeds, ſhould be loſt to the 


* Britiſh Biography, v. 6. p. 85. 
E world, 


—— 


— —æ—ä ũ 22 "Ws 1 Vas k 
r 3 
— *& 7 


Mm... 


24. wv, we - * * * FOE Ss * as 
ei 4 4 4 


.Þ+ 
i 
| 
[ 
[ 


( 74 ) 


world, they are on everlaſting record in 


the books of Heaven. 
Mr. Biddle was not long permitted to 


enjoy the eaſe and comfort of his friendly 
aſylum, for Sir Fohx Bradſhaw, Preſident 


of the Council of State, being informed 
of his retreat, iſſued out orders for his 
being recalled, and more ſtrictly confined. 
In this long confinement, which laſted to 
February, 1651, what proved moſt grie- 


vous to him, was that by reaſon of his 


lying under the imputation of blaſphemy 
and hereſy, the minds of people were, 
either ſo alienated from him, or ſo inti- 


midated with an apprehenſion of incurring 


the ſame odium, ſhould they ſhew him any 
kind and reſpectful attention, that he was 
cut off from all the intercourſes of life, 


and could hardly have any one to converſe 


with. In particular, no divine, except 
Mr. Peter Gunning, afterwards Biſhop of 
Ely, during his ſeven years confinement, 


ever paid him a viſit, not even to attempt 


to convince him of his errors. - A good 
man, ſuffering for conſcience and his love 


of 


K 
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of truth, muſt be very ſenſibly affected 
with a treatment, which expreſſes not only 
neglect, but contempt and hatred. 

A worthy ſucceſſor to Mr. Biddle, in 
the like ſufferings, and for the ſame cauſe, 
the excellent Mr. Emlyn, felt the full force 


of this trial. During this more than 


two whole years impriſonment,” ſays he, 
« my former acquaintance (how intimate 
ſoever before) were altogether eſtranged 
from me, and all offices of civility in a 
manner ceaſed ; eſpecially among them of 
ſuperior rank, though a few of the plainer 
tradeſmen of my own people were more 
compaſſionate and kind. O! my God, 
what a change haſt thou made in my out- 
ward condition! I had a tolerable eſteem, 
and a multitude of friends, but am now 
become their ſcorn and bye-word, and 
my acquaintance and friends ſtand afar 
o. 3% 
Thus bigotry cancels the bonds of life, 
and heretical pravity is looked on as more 


* Emlyn's Works, vol. 1. p. 36. 4th ed. 1746. 
Memoirs of his Life, p. 32. Be 
E 2 criminal 
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criminal than the moſt heinous acts of 
immorality. A robber and a murderer is 
treated according to the rights of huma- 
nity, and 1s indulged with the viſit of 
ſympathy and friendſhip, which is denied 
to the man who deviates from the pre- 
vailing faith, though his character in every 
other reſpect, is blameleſs and excellent; 
denied by thoſe, who profeſs a religion 
which inculcates vifiting the Priſoner, as 
an expreſſion of reſpect, of attachment and 
gratitude to its great author. But ſo it 
pleaſeth providence, that the cup of which 
the ſufferer for righteouſneſs ſake partaketh, 
ſhould be mingled with every bitter ingre- 
dient, to try his faith, to exalt his virtue, 
and to ſhew the power of truth, ſurmount- 
ing, in the end, every evil and difficulty. 

In the experience of Mr. Biddle, poverty 
was added to impriſonment and the neglect 
of mankind. Notwithſtanding the recruit 
which his fortune had received from the 
legacy juſt mentioned, his ſubſtance, in 
the courſe of ſeven years confinement, was 
all ſpent, and he was reduced to ſuch in- 

digence, 
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digence, that, unable to pay for the ordinary 
repaſt of the table, he was glad, ſays his 
Biographer, © of the cheaper ſupport of 
drinking a draught of milk from the cow, — 
morning and evening.” 
When he was reduced to this ſituation, 
and had been ſo long precluded from all 
the means of ſupport, which the benevo- 
tence of others, or his own induſtry might 
fupply, Divine Providence did not leave 
him to periſh through want, but opened 
for him an unexpected reſo rce. Mr. 
Roger Daniel, a Printer of London, formed 
at that time the deſign of publiſhing a new 
and moſt accurate edition of the Greek 
Verſion of the Old Teſtament, called the 
Septuagint. At the recommendation of a 
learned man, he employed Mr. Biddle to 
correct the impreſſion, knowing full well, 
fays Mr. Wood, that Biddle was an exact 
Grecian, and had time enough to follow 
it. This was an employment not only ſea- 
ſonable, but moſt acceptable to Mr. Bid- 
dle, © whole delight,” obſerves the writer 
of his life, „ was in the law of God. 
1 This 


E 


This and another employment of a more 
private nature, did, for ſome time, fur- 
niſh him with a comfortable ſubſiſtence *.“ 
In the year 1651, ſuch public meaſures 
were taken, as, by their operation were 
favourable to our virtuous ſufferer; for 
the Parliament publiſhed an Act of In- 
demnity for all crimes, with a few excep- 
tions; which did not reach the caſe of thoſe 
who were confined for advancing and diſ- 
ſeminating what were deemed heretical 
opinions. This act reſtored, among others, 
Mr. Biddle to full liberty. 
In conſequence of the pieces he had pub- 
Tiſhed, and of the ſevere proceedings againſt 
him, it appears, that an attention to the 
general queſtion was awakened ; and ſome 
had been made converts to his principles, 
particularly in London. The liberty which 
he now obtained, was. improved by his 
meeting, on every Lord's day, with thoſe 
friends he had gained in the city, for the 
purpoſe of expounding the — and 


diſcourſing thereon. 


® Wood's Athens Oxonien/es, Art's Biddle, | 
The 
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The principle, on which Mr. Biddle 
and his adherents, firſt formed themſelves 
into a diſtinct and ſeparate ſociety was, 
that the Unity of God is an Unity of Perſon 
as well as Nature; that the Holy Spirit 
is indeed a perſon, but not God. The 
object of their religious aſſociation was to 
exert their endeavours, that the honour of 
Almighty God ſhould not be transferred 
to -another. For, as Mr. Biddle urges, 
in a piece before quoted, “ God is jea- 
lous of his honour, and will not give it to 
another; we therefore, as beloved children, 
ſhould imitate our Heavenly Father herein, 
and not upon any pretence whatſoever de- 
part from his expreſs command, and give 
the worſhip of the Supreme Lord of hea- 
ven and earth to him whom the ſcripture 
no where affirmeth to. be God.” 

Mr. Biddle's ſociety, emancipated from 
the reſtraints of an eſtabliſhment, and aſſem- 
bling together, not only for the purpole 
of divine worſhip, but, for freely inveſtigat- 
ing theological queſtions, adopted ſome: 

E 4 other 
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other diſcriminating notions. Such as 
theſe; © that the Fathers under the Old 
Covenant had only temporal promiſes ; 
that ſaving faith conſiſted in univerſal obe- 
dience performed to the commands of God 
and Chriſt; that Chriſt roſe again only by 
the power of his Father, not his own ; that 
juſtifying faith is not the pure gift of God, 
but may be acquired by mens natural 
abilities ; that faith cannot believe any thing 
contrary to, or above reaſon ; that there is 
no original Sin; that Chriff hath not the 
ſame body now in glory, in which he ſuf- 
fered and roſe again; that the ſaints ſhall 
not have the /ame body in heaven which 
they had on earth; that Chri/t was not 
Lord or King before his reſurrection, or 
Prieſt before his aſcenſion ; that the ſaints 
ſhall not, before the day of judgment, 
enjoy the bliſs of heaven; that God doth 
not certainly know future contingencies ; 
that there is not any authority of Fathers 
or general Councils in determining matters 
of faith; that Chriſt before his death had 

not 


(5) 


not any dominion over the Angels, and 
that Chriſt by dying made no ſatis faction 
for us “. RY 

The members of this ſociety were called, 
from Mr. Biddle, their head and paſtor, 
Bidellians; and from their agreement in 
opinion, concerning the Unity of God and 
the humanity of Chriſt, with the followers. 
of Socinus, they were denominated Soct- 
nians. © They followed indeed, at firſt, 
Mr. Biddle (as he eſpouſed the tenets 'of 
Socinus) but ſo, that as ſoon as there ap- 
peared better light, (to uſe a ſcripture 
phraſe) they rejoiced in it.” The name, which 
moſt properly charaQeriſed their leading 
fentiment and detachment from an implicit. 
adherence to any teacher, was that of Uni- 
tarians.. | 

This was the riſe of the Engliſh Uni- 
tarians, to whoſe honour it was ſaid, that 
* belides an acuteneſs and. dexterity of 


See the Preface to Sir PeTER PeTT's Happy 
Future State of England, as quoted by Moſbeim's. 
Tranſlator, Mosnt1m's Eecclefraftical Hiſtory, vol. v. 
N 56. note (rr) of the 2d edition in 8vo. 1757, 
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thought, they were excellently learned, 
eſpecially in ſacred Critictſm.” But “that 
which moſt commended them, was the 
freedom and ſincerity, which they all along 
practiſed, in Judging of the controverted. 
Articles of Religion.“ 
- It is juſtice to the worthy perſons then1- 
ſelves, and uſeful to poſterity and the cauſe 
of truth, to perpetuate, if poſſible, the 
names of thoſe who have been its Patrons, 
and Advocates, or Sufferers for it; and 
who, by their exertions, though not by 
their pen, have contributed to the ſpread 
of religious knowledge and free enquiry. 
We regret it, that of thoſe who were Mr. 
Biddle's friends, and members of the 
church which he raiſed, only two names. 
have been preſerved to us, thoſe of Mr. 
Nathaniel (Ws and Mr, Thomas Fir- 
min. 
Ihe firſt was x young 3 emi- 
nent for his diltnguiſhed parts and early 
. He wis born in 1649. At the 
age of fifteen he publiſhed a Latin tranſla- 
tion of Mr, Biddle's Scripture Catechiſm, 
for 


(#7) 
for the uſe of F oreigners; ; and in the next 
year 1665, he printed a Latin Verſion of 
Mr. Biddle's Brief Catechiſm for Children; 
to which he annexed an Oration of his 
own, in the ſame language, on the ſuf- 
ferings. and death of Chriſt *. This young; 
man died at the age of ſeyenteen 1. 


* To this edition of Mr, Biddle's CatetheticaF 
pieces was alſo ſubjoined, a letter addreſſed to him. 
by Jeremiah Felbinger, a zealous Unitarian, who? 
was born in Silz/a, but having been obliged often 
to change his reſidence, on account of his ſenti-- 
ments, died in Amſterdam, where he ſupported him-- 
ſelf by the care of a School, and correcting the- 
preſs. The purport of the letter, juſt mentioned, 
was to expreſs his joy in. the acquiſition of ſuch a. 
man to the party of the Antitrinitarians; and to- 
convey his earneſt wiſhes, ſupported by various: 
arguments, that he would go on to exert himſelf 
in the ſame cauſe, and would diſſeminate the ſen- 
timents he adopted, not only in England, but im 
the new world, Vide Fr. Sam. Bock Hiſtoria: 
Antitrinitariorum, vol. 1, 8vo. 1776.. Art. F 71 
bingerins.. 


+ SAN DI Bibliotheca Antitrinitariorum. Att. Bi- 
dellius & Felbingerius. 
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thought, they were excellently learned, 
eſpecially in ſacred Criticiſm.” But © that 
which moſt commended them, was the 
freedom and ſincerity, which they all along 
| practiſed, in judging of the controverted. 
Articles of Religion.“ 
It is juſtice to the worthy perſons theni- 
ſelves, and uſeful to poſterity and the cauſe 
of truth, to perpetuate, if poſſible, the- 
names of thoſe who have been its Patrons, 
and Advocates, or Sufferers for it; and 
who, by their exertions, though not by: 
their pen, have contributed to the ſpread 
of religious knowledge and free enquiry. 
We regret it, that of thoſe who were Mr. 
Biddle's friends, and members of the 


church which he raiſed, only two names. 
have been preſerved to us, thoſe of Mr. 
Nathaniel Stuckey and Mr. Thomas Fir- 
min. 

The firſt was 1 young gentleman, emi- 
nent for his diſtinguiſhed parts and early 
piety. He was born in 1649. At the 
age of fifteen he publiſhed a Latin tranſla- 

tion of Mr. Biddle's Scripture Catechiſm, 
for 
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for the uſe of Foreigners; and in the — 
year 1665, he printed a Latin Verſion of 
Mr. Biddle's Brief Catechiſm for Children; 
to which he annexed an Oration of his 
own, in the ſame language, on the ſuf- 


ferings. and death of Chriſt *®. This young; 
man died at the age of ſeventeen . 


* To this edition of Mr. Biddle's CatetheticaF 
pieces was alſo ſubjoined, a letter addreſſed to him 
by Jeremiah Felbinger, a zealous Unitarian, who» 
was born in Sile/fia, but having been obliged often 
to change his reſidence, on account of his ſenti-- 
ments, died in Amfterdam, where he ſupported him-- 
ſelf by the care of a School, and correcting the- 
preſs. The purport of the letter, juſt mentioned, 
was to expreſs his joy in. the acquiſition of ſuch a: 
man to the party of the Antitrinitarians ; and to- 
convey his earneſt wiſhes, ſupported by various: 


arguments, that he would go on to exert himſelf 


in the ſame cauſe; and would diſſeminate the ſen- 


timents he adopted, not only in England, but inn 


the new world. Vide Fr. Sam. Bock Hiſtoria: 
Antitrinitariorum, vol. 1. 8vo. 1776.. Art. F ol-- 
bingerins.. 


+ Sanpn Bibliothecs Antitrinitariorum. Art. Bi- 
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But the greateſt honour and ſupport 
pere derived to Mr. Biddle and his cauſe 
| from the friendſhip and exertions of Mr. 
Thomas Firmin, the friend and intimate of 
the Doctors Outram, Whichcote and Vor- 
thington, and of the Biſhops Wilkins, 
Tillotſon and Fowler; a man of eminent 
piety and fuperior virtue; who, for active 
and generous benevolence, | has had few 
equals in any age. Biſhop Burnet ſays of 
him, that “ he was in great eſteem for 
promoting many charitable deſigns, for 
looking after the poor of the city, and 
ſetting them to work : for raiſing great 
fums for ſchools and hoſpitals, and indeed 
for charities of all ſorts, private and public. 
He had ſuch credit with the richeſt Ci- 
tizens, that he had the command of great 
wealth as often as there was occaſion for 
it*,” His time was devoted to benevolent 
exertions ; his fortune was laid out in li- 
beral, munificent deeds. The Hoſpitals 


Bp. Burnet's Hiſtory of his own Times, v. 3- 
vo. P. 292. 
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of St. Thomas and of Christ particularly 


felt the influence, and continue to enjoy 
the good effects, of his generoſity and 
activity. In the cloiſter of the latter, a 
marble records and perpetuates the praiſes 
of his wonderful zeal and charity f. 

Mr. Firmin, beſides being the perſonal 
friend of Mr. Biddle, continued, after his 
deceaſe, and until after the revolution, with 
much vigour and aſſiduity, to promote the 
reception of his opinions. He encouraged 
many publications in defence of the Unity 
of God, which he diſperſed over the na- 
tion, diſtributing them freely to all who 


would accept of them. He had a parti- 


cular concern in the publication of ſeveral 
volumes of Unitarian Tracts in 4to. which 
iſſued forth from the preſs about the time 
of the Revolution, 

Mr. Firmin was a very young man when 
Mr. Biddle's ſociety was firſt formed; and 
it does not appear, that it ſubſiſted after 


+ For a full account of his moſt uſeful and ge- 
xecrous deeds, ſee his Life by Mr. Cornifþ. 
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the death of its founder, who did not at- 

tempt to bring his friends into ſuch cloſe 
bonds of union, as would preſerve them 
a diſtin community after his removal. 
The force of the teſtimony, which was 
borne to the doctrine of the divine unity 
by the writings of the Unitarians could not 
but be greatly diminiſhed by the diſſo- 
tation of Mr. Biddle's Society. It is to 
be lamented, that Mr. Firmin, in parti- 
cular, did not exert himſelf to. keep toge- 
ther this body of Unitarians, or that, if, as: 
one would hope, he did take ſome ſteps 


with this. deſign, they were not ſucceſs- 
ful. 


( ®7 J 


SECTION vim. 


Ar. Biddle's Diſpute with Dr. Gunning, 
and Publication of his Catechiſm. 


HILE Mr. Biddle and his friends: 

enjoyed the liberty of holding re- 
hgious aſſemblies, Dr. Gunning, afterwards, 
Regius Profeſſor of Divinity at Cambridge, 
and Biſhop of Ely, who had viſited Mr. 
Biddle in priſon, and was eminent as a 
learned man, and as a ready, acute Diſpu- 
tant, came, on a. Lord's day in the year 
1654, to. their meeting, accompanied with 
ſome learned friends. His conduct ſoon. 
explained his. intentions and views, that 
they were not to be an hearer of Mr. 
Biddle, and a witneſs of the order of his 
worſhip ;. but publicly and before his own 
adherents, to confound and confute him.. 
For he commenced a diſputation with him,. 
on the firſt time, concerning the Deity of 
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the Holy Spirit; and then, on the next 
Lord's day, concerning the ſupreme Deity 
of Chriſt. The diſputation was carried 
on in the ſyllogiſtic mode, and they took 
their turns of reſponding and oppoſing. 

Mr. Biddle was evidently taken at a 
great diſadvantage, as he was ſuddenly 
ſurpriſed into a debate without any de- 
ſigned preparation for it. But this cir- 
cumſtance contributed to diſplay both his 
furniture and abilities, and to ſhew how 
much he had ſtudied the queſtions, and was 
maſter of the argument. For his Biogra- 
pher informs us, that Mr. Biddle acquitted 
himſelf with ſo much learning, judgment 
and knowledge in the ſenſe of the Holy 
Scriptures, that inſtead of loſing, he gained 
much credit both to himſelf and his cauſe, 


as even ſome of the gentlemen of Dr. 


Gunning's party had the ingenuity to ac- 
knowledge.“ 


But the Doctor, unwilling to ſer down 
as foiled, or preſuming on his own ſupe- 


N Unitarian Trad. Biddle's Life, p. 6, 7. 
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riority in another queſtion ; after this, fun- 
priſed Mr. Biddle a third time; and finding 
him in the diſcuſſion of the argument 
againſt the ſatisfaction of punitive Juſtice 
by the death of Cbriſt, he defended that 
ſentiment with great vigour, But on this, 
as on the former occaſions, he met with 
a ſkilful and dexterous opponent ; which. 
he had the generoſity, afterwards, to con- 


fels. 

This method of attack, by intruding, 
unawares, upon a religious ſociety, and 
interrupting their worſhip, or by diſcuſſing 
controverted points in a public diſputation, 
hath, very properly, been laid aſide, and 
given way, in our more liberal age, to 
the uſe of the pen. There was a rudeneſs 
and violence in it, from which modern 
politeneſs is juſtly averſe; and it ſavoured 
more of the ſpirit of contention, and an 
eagerneſs for victory, than of the love of 
truth, Yet public diſputation was a mode 
of oppoſing ſuppoſed error, generally 
practiſed, through Europe, from the time 

| of 
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of the Reformation till the cloſe of the laſt 
century. What ever advantage might 
ariſe from ſuch public diſcuſſion of theo- 
logical queſtions, by awakening the atten- 
tion of men, and exciting them to think 
and enquire on ſubjects, to which perhaps 
they would not, otherwiſe, have turned 
their thoughts; yet they were productive 
of much evil, by inflaming the ſpirits of 
men. They thus tended to beget in ſome 
a diſlike, and in others a contempt of 
religious debate; while the prevailing party 
| took occaſion to triumph with all the inſo- 
tence of power. 

But to return — this year of Mr. Biddle's 
life was diſtinguiſhed more by the publica- 
won of twa Catethetical pieces, than by 
his public diſputations with Dr. Gunning. 
They were entitled, © A Two-fold Cate- 
e chiſm; the one ſimply called A Scrip- 
ce ture 5198 One ; the other A Brief Scrip- 
* ture Catechiſm for Children; wherein 
& the chiefeſt points of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, being queſtion-wiſe propoſed, re- 
« ſolve themſelves by pertinent anſwers 

« taken: 


(- 97 3 
* taken word for word out of the Scrip- 
ture, without either conſequences or 


comments. Compoſed for their ſakes, 
« that would fain be mere Chriftians, and 


« not of this or that ſect, inaſmuch as all 


the ſects of Chriſtians, by what names 
* ſoever diſtinguiſhed, have more or leſs 
« departed from the ſimplicity and truth 
of the ſcripture.” The diſcriminating 
title of the other runs, 4 Brief Scripture 
Catechiſm for Children ; wherein, notwith- 
ſtanding the brevity thereof, all things ne- 
ceſſary unto life and godlineſs are contained. 
By John Biddle, Maſter of Arts, of the 
Univerſity of Qxford. 


In the preface to the firſt of theſe, Mr.. 
Biddle complains, that all Catechiſms were 
generally ſo filled with the ſuppoſitions and 
traditions of men; that * the leaſt part of 
them was derived from the word of God.” 
For, ſays he, when Councils, Convoca- 
tions and Aſſemblies of Divines, juſtling 
the ſacred writers out of their place in the 
church, had once framed Articles and 

Confeſſions 
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Confeſſions of Faith according to their own 


fancies and intereſts, and the Civil Ma- 


giſtrate had by his authority ratified the 
| fame, all Catechiſms were afterwards fitted 
to thoſe Articles and Confeſſions, and the 
Scripture either wholly omitted, or brought 
in only for a ſhew, not one quotation 
amongſt many being a whit to the purpoſe, 
as will appear to any man of judgment, who 
raking into his hands the ſaid Catechiſms, 
ſhall examine the texts alledged in them ; 
for if he do this diligently and impartially, 
he will find the Scripture and thoſe Cate- 
chiſms to be © at ſo wide a diſtance from 
one another, that he will begin to queſtion, 
whether the Catechiſts gave any heed at 
all to what they wrote, and did not only 


themſelves refuſe to make uſe of their rea- 


ſon, but preſume that their readers alſo 
would do the ſame.” 


To- prevent the evils of this method, 


Mr. Biddle profeſſes, that, according to 


the underſtanding he had obtained by con- 
tinual meditation on the word of God, he 


had compiled his Scripture Catechiſm ; 


1 


in which he himſelf aſſerted nothing, but 

only introduced the Scripture faithfully 
_ uttering its own aſſertions, which all 
Chriſtians confeſs to be of undoubted 
truth. 

Mr. Biddle, aware that his Catechiſm 
would exhibit ſentiments contrary to the 
current opinions of the age, cautions his 
reader againſt taking offence at them. 
« Take heed, that thou fall not foul upon 
them, for thou canſt not do ſo, without 
falling upon the holy Scripture itſelf, in- 
aſmuch as all the anſwers throughout 
the whole Catechiſm are faithfully tranſ- 
cribed out of it, and rightly applied to the 
queſtions, as thou thyſelf mayeſt perceive, 
if thou ſhalt make a diligent inſpection 
into the ſeveral texts with all their circum- 
ſtances,” 

To the objection, that he was apprehen- 
ſive would be made to the deſign for which 
lome texts were cited, viz. that they 
ought to be underſtood figuratively : he 
proteſts againſt putting figurative interpre- 

tations 
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tations on the Scripture, without expreſs 
warrant of the Scripture itſelf ; as a method 


of interpretation ſubject to no certain rule, 
and which might be applied to the ſupport 
of any abſurdity. * Certainly might we 
of our own heads, argues he, figuratively 
interpret the ſcripture; when the letter is 
neither repugnant to our ſenſes, nor to 
the ſcope of reſpective texts, nor to a 
greater number of plain texts to the con- 
trary, (for in ſuch caſes we muſt of ne- 
ceſſity admit figures in the ſacred volume, 
as well as we do in profane ones, otherwiſe 
both -they and it will claſh either with 
themſelves, or with our ſenſes, which the 


ſcripture itſelf intimates to be of infallible 


certainty, ſee 1 John 1, 2, 3.) might we, 
I ſay, at our pleaſure, impoſe our figures 


and allegories on the plain words of God, 


the ſcripture would in very deed be, what 
ſome blaſphemouſly aſſert it to be, a 10. 
of wax. 

His reflexions on the confuſion of lan- 
guage introduced into the Chriftian Re- 


|  ligion, by the invention of intricate and 


unſcriptural 
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unſcriptural terms and phraſes, which are 


not underſtood, either by the people, or 


by thoſe that invented them, deſerve at- 
tention. Wherefore, ſays he, there is no 
poſſibility to reduce the Chriſtian religion 
to its primitive integrity, (a thing, he 
obſerves, never ſincerely attempted, even 
in the reformed Churches, ſince men have, 
by ſevere penalties, been hindered from 
proceeding further than did Luther or 
Calvin) but by caſhiering thoſe many in- 
tricate terms and deviſed forms of ſpeak- 
ing impoſed on our religion, and by wholly 
betaking ourſelves to the plainneſs of the 
ſcripture. For I have long ſince obſerved 
(and find my obſervation to be true and 
certain) that when to expreſs matters of 
religion, men make uſe of words and phraſes 
unheard of in the ſcripture, they ſlily 
under them couch falſe doctrines, and ob- 
trude them on us; for without queſtion the 
doctrines of the ſcripture can be ſo aptly 
explained in no language, as that of ſerif 


ture itſelf.“ 
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After a full enumeration of various terms, 
introduced into Theology, Mr. Biddle 
remarks: © After Conſtantine the Great, 
together with the Council of Nice, had 
once deviated from the language of the 
Scripture in the buſineſs touching the Son 
of God, calling him co-effential with the 
Father ; this opened a gap for others after- 
wards, under a pretence of guarding the 
truth from Heretics, to deviſe new terms 
at pleaſure, which did by degrees ſo vi- 
tiate the chaſtity and ſimplicity of our 
faith delivered in the Scripture, that there 
hardly remained fo much as one point 
thereof ſound and entire, So that as it 
was wont to be diſputed in the ſchools, 
whether the old ſhip of The/eus (which had 
in a manner been wholly altered at ſundry 
times, by the acceſſion of new pieces of 
timber upon the decay of the old) were 
the ſame ſhip it had been at firſt, and not 
rather another by degrees ſubſtituted in 

the ſtead thereof. In like manner, there 
was ſo much of the primitive truth worn 
1 | away 


ht 

away by the corruption, that did by little 
and little oyerſpread the generality of 
Chriſtians, and ſo many errors inſtead * 
thereof tacked to our religion at ſeveral 
times, that one might juſtly queſtion, whe- 
ther it were the ſame religion with that- 
which Chriſt and his Apoſtles taught, and 
not another ſince deviſed by men, and put 
in the room thereof, 

But thanks be to God, through our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who amidſt the uni- 
verſal corruption of our religion, hath pre- 
ſerved his written word entire, (for had 
men corrupted it, they would have made 
it ſpeak more favourably in behalf of their 
luſts and worldly intereſts, than it doth) 
which word, if we with diligence and ſin- 
cerity pry into, reſolving to embrace the 
doctrine that is there plainly delivered, 
though all the world ſhould ſer itſelf againſt 
us for ſo doing, we ſhall eaſily diſcern the 
truth, and fo be able to reduce our reli- 
gion to its firſt principles. 

« For thus much I perceive by my own 
a. who being otherwiſe of no 

. F great 
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great abilities, yet ſetting myſelf with the 
aforeſaid reſolution, for ſundry years toge- 
ther, upon an impartial ſearch of the 
Scripture, have not only detected many 
errors, but preſented the readers with a 
body of Religion, exactly tranſcribed out 
of the word of God; which body, whoſo- 
ever ſhall well ruminate and digeſt in his 
mind, may by the ſame method, wherein 
I have gone before him, make a further 
enquiry into the Oracles of God, and draw 
forth whatſoever yet lies hid, and being 
brought to light, wiil tend to the accom- 
pliſhment of godlineſs amongſt us, for 
at this only all the Scripture aimeth: I 
ſay the Scripture, which all men, who 
have thoroughly ſtudied the ſame, muſt 
of neceſſity be enamoured with, as breath- 


ing out the mere wiſdom of God, and 
being the exacteſt rule of a holy life 


 __ (which all religions whatſoever confeſs to 


be the way unto happineſs) that can be 
| imagined, and whoſe divinity will never, 
even to the world's end, be queſtioned by 
any but ſuch as are willing to deny 

their 
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their wordly luſts, and obey the pure 
and perfect precepts. Which obedience 
whoſoever ſhall perform, he ſhall not only 
in the life to come, but even in this life, 
be equal to the angels.” 

Mr. Biddls's Scripture Catechiſm, which 
is introduced by theſe reflexions, is di- 
vided into twenty-four chapters; com- 
priſing a ſyſtem of ſpeculative and prac- 
tical Theology. The ſubjects are, of 
the Holy Scripture, or word of God; of 
God ; of the Creation; of Chriſt Jeſus ; 
of the Holy Ghoſt ; of Salvation by Chriſt ; 
of Chriſt's mediation; of Chriſt's pro- 
phetic office; of remiſſion. of | ſins by 
Chriſt ; of Chriſt's kingly office; of Chriſt's 
prieſtly office; of Chriſt's death ; of the 
univerſality of God's love; of Chriſt's re- 
ſurrection; of Juſtification and Faith; of 
keeping the commandments, and having 
an eye to the reward; of perfection in 
virtue and godlineſs to be attained,. and 
of departing from righteouſneſs and faith; 
of the duty of Subjects and Magiſtrates; 
Wives and Huſbands, Children and Pa- 
F 2 rents, 
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rents, 'Servants and Maſters ; of the be- 
haviour of men and women in general, 
and, in ſpecial, of aged men, aged wo- 
men, young women and young men ; of 
Prayer; of the Church ; of the Govern- 
ment and Diſcipline of the Church; of 
Baptiſm ; of the Lord's Supper; of the 
Reſurrection of the dead and the laſt judge- 
ment; and what ſhall be the final condi- 
tion of the righteous and the wicked 
thereupon. 


This piece, though drawn up purely 
in the words of Scripture, was formed with 
a pointed reference to the opinions, which 
he conceived had no foundation in the 
Scriptures; and many of his quotations 
were ſo conſtructed as to introduce the 
texts which appeared, explicitly and plainly, 
to ſtand in contraſt with thoſe ſentiments. 
For inſtance, 


In the chapter of Gop, there is this 
general queſtion concerning the love of 
the Divine Being: Could we love him 
with all the heart, if he were three? Or 

; is 
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is his Oneneſs the cauſe hinted by Moſes, 
why we ſhould love him thus? How 
ſound the words according to the truth of 
the Hebrew text? See Ainſworth's tranſla- 
tion. 

Anſwer. —* Hear, O Iſrael, the Lord 
our God, the Lord is Ons.” Deut. vi. 4. 

In the chapter on the Kingly Office of 
Chriſt, there is another example of this 
pointed reference, viz. © Ought men to 
honour the Son as they honour the Fa- 
ther, becauſe he hath the ame Eſſence 
with the Father, or becauſe he hath the 
ſame judiciary power? What is the deci- 
ſion of the Son himſelf concerning this 
point? Anſ. The Father judgeth no 
man, but hath committed all judgement 
unto the Son; that all men ſhould honour 
the Son, even as they honour the Father.” © 
John v. 22, 23. 2. Did the Father give 
judiciary power to the Son becauſe he had 
in him the divine nature perſonally united 
to the human; or becauſe he was the Son 
of Man? What 1s the deciſion of the 
Son concerning this point alſo? Anſ. 
I 3 « He 
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« He hath*given him authority to exe- 


cute judgement, becauſe he is the Son of 

Man.” | | 
On the head of Juſtification we meet 

alſo with ſome queſtions, cloſe and pointed, 


after the ſame manner. E. g. 2. In the 


Juſtification of a believer is the righteouſ- 


neſs of Chriſt imputed to him, or his own 


faith for righteouſneſs? Anſ. To him 
that worketh not, but believeth on him 
that juſtifieth the ungodly, bis faith is 
counted for righteouſneſs.” 2. Doth not 
God jultify men, becauſe of the full price 
that Chriſt paid to him in their ſtead, fo 
that he abated nothing of his right, in 


that one drop of Chriſt's blood is ſuffi- 


cient to ſatisfy for a thouſand worlds? If 


not, how are they ſaved? Anf. © Being 


juſtified FREELY by his grace, through the 
redemption, that is in Chrift Jeſus; in 


whom we have redemption through his 


blood, the forgiveneſs of fin, according to 
the riches of bis grace, Rom. 3. 24. Eph. 
T, . | | 


Should 
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Should it be thought that this mode of 
introdueing and refuting the ſentiments of 
others, has too much the air of contro- 
verſy, perfectly to ſuit the deſign of a 
Catechiſm profeſſedly ſcriptural ; it muſt 
be allowed to be a pertineat and forcible 
way of bringing into view texts that ſeem- 
ed to be overlooked; and of ſhewing that 
the language of the other party was totally 
unſcriptural, and their concluſions from 
ſome particular paſſages abſolutely repug- 
nant to the plain declarations of other 
texts, 

The Catechiſm which we have reviewed, 
was too prolix for the attention and me- 
mory of Children ; of this Mr. Biddle an- 
pears to have been fully ſenſible ; for as 
it has been noticed, he connected with it 
another catethetical compoſition called «© A 
Brief Catechiſm for Children:“ „ Whe- 
ther, he ſays in the preface, in years or 
underſtanding; that they might receive 
true and ſolid information concerning the 
chief articles of the Chriſtian faith.“ 
Fes. Ne 
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% Yea,” he adds, © perhaps it may 
(as well as the larger Catechiſm going 
before) give further light and inſtruction 
even to them, who ſeem to have attained 
a full ſtature in the knowledge of the 
Goſpel. For, though all the things, whe- 
ther of belief or practice that are either 
neceſſary or very profitable to the attain- 
ment of eternal life, be plainly delivered 
in the Scripture, yet conſidering in what 
principles Chriſtians are generally edu- 
cated, it would perhaps have been impoſſi- 
ble for them, having the eyes of their 
underſtanding ſo veiled with prejudicate 
opinions, to ſee what 1s clearly held forth 
in the Scripture, and accordingly with 
eaſe fetched out from hence by me, who 
have long ſince diſcarded prejudices, and 
am (through the ſpecial favour of Jeſus 
Chriſt towards me) addicted to none of 
thoſe many factions in Religion, where- 
into the Chriſtian world hath, to its infi- 
nite hurt, been divided, but rejoice to be 


a mere Chriſtian, admitting (as I have 
elſewhere 
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elſewhere declared) no other rule of faith 
than the Holy Scripture, (which all Chriſ- 
tians, though otherwiſe at infinite va- 
riance amongſt themſelves in their opinions 
about Religion, unanimouſly acknowledge 
to be the word of God) nor any other in- 
terpreter, if a doubt ariſe about the mean- 
ing of the Scripture, than reaſon; which 
all ſober men confeſs to be the only prin- 
ciple that God hath implanted in us to 
judge between right and wrong, good and 
bad, and whereby we excel all other living 
creatures whatſoever.” 

« The Lord Jeſus grant, that this and 
the foregoing larger Catechiſm may by 
the Readers be peruſed as profitably, as I 
have willingly to that end communicated 
the ſame unto them.” 

The Brief Catechiſm is divided into ten 
Chapters; treating, in ſucceſſion, of the 
Scripture, or word of God; of God; of 
Jeſus Chriſt; of the Holy Spirit and of 
the Trinity; of the Death, Reſurrection, 
Aſcenſion and Exaltation of Cbriſt; of 

F 5; Mort's 
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Mortification and Holineſs ; of the Com- 
mandments, and ſo of love to God and 


Men; of Faith; of the Church ; of the 


Reſurrection of the dead, and of the laſt 


Judgement. 

Theſe Catechiſms alarmed the advocates 
for the orthodox Faith ; and the authority 
of the ſcripture language and declarations, 


under which the writers took ſhelter, was 


inſufficient to protect him from a proſecu- 
tion, and his book from an ignominious 
cenſure. 


The Parliament condemned, in parti- 
cular, thoſe Propoſitions: (1.) “ That 
God is confined to a certain place. (2.) 
That he has a bodily ſhape. (3.) That 
he has paſſions. (4.) That he is neither 
omnipotent nor unchangeable. (5.) That 
we are not to believe three perſons. in the 


Godhead. (6.) That Jeſus Chriſt has 
not the nature of God, but only a divine 


Lordſhip. (7.) That he was not a prieſt 
while upon earth, nor did reconcile men 
> | to 
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to God. And (8.) That there is no Deity 
in the Holy Ghoſt “. 

Conſidering the very limited ſtate of 
Free-Enquiry, at that time, it is rather 
ſurpriſing that a ninth propoſition, or 
ground of charge againſt Mr. Biddle had 
not been added; viz. the future annihila- 
tion of the wicked, or that they would 
not, as the godly and faithful, © live for 
ever,” but be * deſtroyed, corrupted, 
burnt up, devoured, ſlain, paſs away and - 
periſh.” For he produced many texts 
to exhibit this view of furure puniſh- 
ments. 

The Propoſitions, which they did de- 
duce from theſe catechetical pieces, were 
deemed {ſufficient grounds for proceeding, 
with ſeverity, againſt Mr. Biddle. A 
learned, modern writer, who does not a- 
dopt the author's peculiar ſentiments, has 
obſerved of © the Scripture Catechiſm ;” 
that it diſcovers an enlargement of mind, 


* NeaL's Hiſtory of the PuriTans, V. 4. p- 
135. 8vo, 
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a liberality of ſentiment, and a fincerity in 
freely publiſhing what he apprehended to 
be truth, which do honour to his me- 
mory . But the age in which it was 
publiſhed, as we have ſeen, was by no 
means diſpoſed to treat thoſe compoſitions 
or writers, that diſcarded or oppoſed the 
prevailing faith, with candor or equity, Of 
which Mr. Biddle, on this occaſion, had 
new experience. ; 

He was brought to the bar of the Houſe 
of Commons, which the Protector Crom- 
well had convened; and was examined 
whether he was the author of that zwo-fold 
Scripture Catechiſm, wherein all the queſ- 
tions are anſwered in the words of Scrip- 
ture at large. Mr, Biddle, to theſe in- 
terrogatories, wiſely made a reply, which, 
at once conveyed an appeal to the prin- 
ciples of equity, and expreſſed his juſt 
expectations from the genius of the Engliſh 
conſtitution. For he anſwered by aſking, 
« Whether it ſeemed reaſonable that one 


Hax 00D, of the Socinian Scheme, p. 21. 
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brought before a judgment ſeat as a Cri- 
minal, ſhould accuſe himſelf?“ The rea- 
ſon, which this anſwer carried in it, was 
not admitted as a bar to the proceedings 
againſt him; but on the 3d of December, 
he was committed cloſe priſoner to the 
Gate-Houſe, and forbidden the uſe of pen, 
ink and paper, and denied the acceſs of 
any viſitant. 

In this caſe, nothing leſs than a capital 
judgement was to be expected; a Bill 
was accordingly brought in for puniſhing 
him. In this ſituation Mr. Biddle pre- 
ſerved a compoſed and cheerful mind, and 
maintained his hope of an happy event 
from the providence of God, in whoſe 
cauſe he ſuffered. His hope did not fail 
him; for the Protector, induced by rea- 
ſons drawn from his own intereſt, diſſolved 
the Parliament, and the priſoner, after 
ten months impriſonment, obtained his li- 
berty, May 28, by due courſe of law“. 


* Unitarian Tracts, V. 1. 4to. The Life of 
Biddle, p. 7. and BaiTisx BIOOGAATRHT, V. 6. 
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The reſentment of government pur- 
ſued the book as well as the author, for 
an order was iſſued out, that the Cate- 
chiſm ſhould be burnt by the hands of 
the Common Hangman; which was ac- 
cordingly done on the 14th of December, 
This mode of caſting an odium upon par- 
_ ticular writings, hath been practiſed by 
all governments, and in all ages“. The 
_ diſgrace ultimately falls on thoſe who 
adopt this meaſure. For it indicates the 
weakneſs of their cauſe, or the indolence 
of its partiſans. They either have not 
the ability, or will not be at the pains to 
diſcuſs and refute the opinions they would 
ſuppreſs. It is a method of diſmiſſing 
as much within the power of the ignorant 
as the learned; and of the fool as of the 
wiſe man. And, after all, though a book 
may be burnt, an impreſſion cannot be 
annihilated in one fire. Copies will be 


* Cicero de natura Deorum, cura Daviſiii, L. 
1. c. 23. Minutius Felix, cura Daviſſi, cap. 8. 


Taciti Annales, L. 4. cap. 35. 
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ſecretly preſerved and read; and will, in 
a future unprejudiced age, bring forward 
the queſtion, if it hath been judiciouſſy 
ſtated, and cloſely argued, to diſgrace the 
memory of thoſe who would have ſtifled 
enquiry. 

It is however but juſtice to the times 
of which we write to fay, that while the 
ruling powers proſecuted and impriſoned 
Mr. Biddle, and burnt his Catechiſms, 
ſome purſued a more fair and rational 
mode of expoſing the ſuppoſed weakneſs 
of his arguments, and inveſtigating the 
truth of his opinions. Mr. Nicholas Ef- 
wick, of Wakton, in Northamptonſhire, and 
ſome time Fellow of Chriſt's College, in 
Cambridge, publiſhed a profeſſed Exa- 
mination and Confutation of Mr. Biddle's 
Confeſſion of Faith concerning the Holy 
Trinity. And to the honour of the lead- 
ing men in the ſtate, it ſhould be men- 
tioned, that they availed themſelves of the 
learning and abilities of the celebrated Dr. 
Owen to diſcuſs, from the preſs, the po- 
ſitions of Mr. Biddle's Catechiſms. For 

at 
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at the command of the Right Honourable 
the Council of State, he drew up and 
publiſhed his VINDICIæX Evancelicz ; 
or the Myſtery of the Goſpel vindicated, 
and Socinianiſm examined in the Conſi- 
deration and Confutation of a Catechiſm, 
called a Scripture Catechiſm, writien by F. 
Biddle, A. M. Mr. Neal has called this 
work a learned and elaborate Treatiſe. 
The celebrity of Mr. Biddle's writings was 
not confined to England, they were attend- 
ed to abroad, and ſeveral Foreigners pub- 
liſhed Refutations of his ſentiments *. 
Another effect of Mr. Biddle's Cateche- 
tical publication was, that to guard the 
minds of people, eſpecially of che riſing 
generation, from what were deemed here- 
_ tical ſentiments, the provincial Aſſembly 
at London, publiſhed an Exhortation to 
Catechiſing, with directions for the more 
regular conducting of it. Theſe inſtruc- 
tions were ſent to the ſeveral Claſſes of 
London, and after their example the aſſo- 


* Bock Hiſtoria Antitrinitanorum, Tom, 1. Par. 
1. p. 54. 
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ciated Miniſters in the ſeveral Counties of 
England, publiſhed the like exhortation to 
their Brethren “. 

This meaſure originated from ann for 
a particular ſyſtem, and certainly tended 
to fix in young minds ſtrong prejudices in 
its favour ; yet it was worthy of true piety 
and zeal, and may. be ſuppoſed to have 
greatly contributed to prevent a pernicious 
and total ignorance of all religious prin- 
ciples. 


„ Neal's Hiſtory of the Puritans, V. 4. p. 135» 6. 
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SECTION IX. 


A new proſecution commenced againſt Mr, 
Biddle. 


* may be thought, that after having 
experienced ſuch evils and ſufferings 
for the open avowal and defence of his 
religious opinions, Mr. Biddle ſhould have 


withdrawn from public notice, and have 


filently enjoyed his own view of things in 
private, The love of eaſe and ſafety would 
certainly have dictated this conduct, and 
worldly prudence would have approved 
it. But Mr. Biddle ſeems to have en- 
tertained other ſentiments, and to have 
thought, that perſonal comfort and ſafety 
ought to be ſacrificed to truth and our 
duty to God. Socrates, the Grecian Sage, 
thought ſo before him“. When he was 

pleading 
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pleading before his judges: © Perhaps,” 
lays he, © ſome one will aſk, why can you 
«© not, Socrates, withdraw, and baniſhing . 
« yourſelf from us, ſpend your life in 
« ſilent and retired leiſure? It would be 
ce a moſt difficult matter to convince you 
« that I cannot do this. Should I urge, 
ce that this would be to diſobey God, and 
ce that therefore I cannot be filent, you 
« would diſcredit me, as a Diſſembler. 
« Were I to alledge, that to hold daily 
ce converſations on virtue and other topics, 
« which you have heard that I canvas 
« and inveſtigate with others, is the greateſt 
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Platonis Dialog. V. cura Forſter, p. 111, 112, & 
Opera Platonis, quoted by Dr. Doddridge. Fa- 
mily Expoſitor, vol. 3. on Acts iv. 19. note (n). 
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* human felicity ; for a life ſpent without 
, enquiry is not a life for man: you would 
« be as far from believing me. But 
ce things are as I repreſent them, though 
ce jt is not eaſy to perſuade you of it. 
« If ye would diſmiſs me and ſpare my 
cc lite, on condition that I ſhould leave off 
<« to teach my fellow-citizens, I would ra- 
<« ther die a thouſand times than accept 
« the propoſal.” 

Mr. Biddle's conduct had a ſuperior 
ſanction in that of the Apoſtles ; who, 
when commanded by the Jewiſh Sanhe- 
drim, not to ſpeak at all, nor teach in the 
name of Jeſus, anſwered, © Whether it 
ce be right in the ſight of God, to hearken 
e unto you more than unto God, judge 
« ye.” Acts 4. 19. A Chriſtian has more 
powerful reaſons for a ſtrict, open and firm 
attachment to truth than has an heathen 
philoſopher; for he has the word of God 
to direct his enquiries, and authoriſe his 
conduct, and he has the hope of immor- 
tality to ſupport and animate his ſteady 
zeal. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Biddle, influenced by theſe conſi- 


derations, ſo far from withdrawing from 
the ſcene of exertion and ſuffering, betook 
himſelf to his former exerciſes for propa- 
_ gating, what appeared to his mind, divine 
truth, as cloſely connected with the honour 
of Almighty God. Scarcely therefore had 
a year expired, after he was releaſed from 
the proſec:ition on account of his Scrip- 
ture Catechiſm, than a new danger, not 
leſs formidable, overtook him. 


Notwithſtanding the odium, under which 
his ſentiments laid, and the offence they 
gave to the governing power, they began 
to be embraced by a conſiderable part of 
a Baptiſt Congregation under the paſtoral 
care of Mr, Griffin; who took alarm at 
this infection, and to ſtop its ſpread, chal- 
lenged Mr. Biddle to a public diſputation - 
in his Mecting-houſe at St. Paul's. Mr. 
Neal has, to whatever cauſe it was owing, 
given a repreſentation of this matter not 
quite ſo honourable to Mr. Biddle, as the 
truth of the fact requires, for he ſays, 

"hs 
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that Mr. Biddle, being of a reſtleſs ſpirit, 
challenged Mr. Grifin; thus not only 
miſtating the proceedings, as originating 
from Mr. Biddle, but uncandidly aſcribing 
them to a wrong cauſe. It appears from 
Mr. Biaddle's Biographer, that he not only 
was not firſt in this buſineſs, but waved 
the challenge, and declined the diſputa- 
tion for ſome time. At length he met 
Mr. Griffin, amidſt a numerous auditory, 
among whom were many of his bitter and 
fiery Adverſaries, eſpecially ſome Book- 
ſellers, notoriouſly known for their falſe 
zeal and former oppoſition to Chriſtian 

liberty, under the name of Beacon Friers *, 
Io introduce the debate, Mr. Griffin 
aſked, © If any man there did deny, that 
Chriſt was God Moſt High ?” The event 
gave too much reaſon to apprehend, that 
the matter was thus opened, inſidiouſly 
to draw from Mr. Biddle's own mouth, 


* Neal's Hiſtory of the Puritans, V. 4. p. 137. 
8yo. Their names were Thomas Underhill, Luke 
Fawn and Nathaniel Webb. See Cre/by's Hiſtory 
ol the Engliſh Baptiſts, V. 1. p. 209, 
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grounds of accuſation. Mr. Biddle, with 
ſincerity and firmneſs, replied, © I do 
deny it.” Mr. Griffn, on this, it ſhould 
ſeem, entered into a proof of the affirma- 
tive; but, in the judgement of judicious 
hearers, was not able to ſupport his cauſe 
- againſt Mr. Biddle; and the diſputation 
was adjourned to another day, when Mr. 
Biddle, it was agreed, ſhould take his 
turn of eſtabliſhing the negative ſide of the 
queſtion between them. 

Before that day came, other meaſures 
of confutation, beſides fair diſcuſſion and 
argument, were adopted. The Adver- 
ſaries of Mr. Biddle laid hold of the open 
and generous profeſſion he had made of 
his ſentiments : - information was lodged 
againſt him. He was apprehended and 
committed to the Compter, July 3, 1655; 
from thence he was removed to Newgate, 
and was at the next Seſſions called to trial 
for his life, on the Ordinance againſt Blaſ- 
phemy and Hereſy, which we have before 
mentioned. The iniquity of this proceed- 
ing was aggravated by its being founded 
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on an act, which had never properly re- 
ceived the force of a law, and had, for 
ſeveral years, lain obſolete. But the in- 
veterate zeal of perſecutors admits no mea- 
ſures of kindneſs or equity. The manner 
of conducting this proſecution againſt Mr, 
Biddle, as well as the grounds on which 
it was commenced, afforded a proof of 
this. For when he prayed, that Counſel 
might be allowed him to plead the 1lle- 
gality of the indictment, it was denied 


him by the judges, and the ſentence of a 


mute threatened, Upon this he gave into 
Court his exceptions engroſſed on parch- 
ment, and with much ſtruggling had Coun- 


ſel allowed him; but the trial was deferred 


to the next day. 
In this emergency, the principles and 


policy of Oliver Cromwell operated in fa- 


vour of Mir. Biddle. The Protector was 
an enemy to perſecution; and among the 
capital articles, on which his government, 
was formed, were theſe liberal ones, viz. 


e That ſuch as profeſs faith in God by 


Jeſus Chriſt, (though differing in judge- 


ment 
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ment from the. doctrine, worſhip or diſci- 
pline publicly held forth) ſhall not be 
reſtrained from, but ſhall be protected in 
the profeſſion of the faith, and exerciſe of 
their religion; and that all laws, ſtatutes 
and ordinances, &c. to. the contrary of the 
aforeſaid hberty, ſhall be eſteemed null and 
void. It was alſo his art, by dexterous 
management, to keep the oppoſite parties 
then in the nation in a kind of equipoiſe, 
which he found neceſſary for his own ſe- 
curity. He ſaw it was not for the intereſt 
of his government to thave Mr. Biddle 
either condemned or abſolved. He there- 
fore took him out of the hands of the law, 
and detained him in. priſon. His releaſe 
would have offended the Prefbyterians * 
all the enemies to religious liberty, 
whom there appeared a great number 1 
his trial. On the contrary, the proceed- 
ings againſt Mr. Biddle were oppoſed by 
the friends of liberty; they were cenſured 
and reprobated by different publications 
from the preſs. And while petitions were, 
by one party preſented againſt him, the 
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other did not lie dormant, but ſolicited 
his diſcharge, and urged their ſuit by 
pointed remonſtrances againſt that Ordi- 
nance, as threatening all their liberties, and 
infringing the fundamental Articles of 


the Protector's government. 


Many Con- 


gregations of Baptiſts appeared, on this 
occaſion, as Friends to Mr, Bidale, and 


Advocates for the rights of Conſcicnce. 
At length Cromwell, wearicd with peti- 
tions, for and againſt, to terminate the 
affair, and, in ſome degree mcet the 
wiſhes of each party, baniſhed Mr. Biddle 
to the Iſle of Scilly, whither he was ſent 


Oktober 5, 1655 *. 


Diſagreeable and afflictive, as muſt be this 
ſtate of Exile, it was rather a ſhelter from 
the vindictive ſpirit of his enemies, and 
was a means of pieyenting another Parlia- 
ment, under the Protector, from decree- 


ing any thing more rigid againſt him, as 


Short Account of the Life of John Biddle, p. 7, 
8. and Cos T's Hiſtory of the Engliſh Baptiſts, 


vol. 1. P« 206, 215 
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he was abſent and out of their way. The 
inconveniences and wants of his ſituation 
were alſo relieved by the kindneſs of the 
Protector himſelf; who, after ſome time, 
allowed him in his Exile an hundred crowns 
per annum for his ſubſiſtence; which, as 
an act of pure generoſity, ſhewn to a per- 
ſecuted man, - whoſe tenets could not be 
agreeable to Cromwell, reflects honour on 
his name. 

The evils of Mr. Biddle's baniſhment 
were, in other reſpects, alleviated ; eſpe- 
cially by the ſtate of his mind, and the 
employment of his thoughts. © Here, his 
Biographer informs us, he enjoyed much 
divine comfort from the heavenly con- 
templations, for which his retirement gave 
him opportunity. Here he had ſweet 
communion with the Father and his Son 
Jeſus Chriſt, and attained, in many par- 
ticulars, a clearer underſtanding of the 
divine Oracles. Here, whilſt he was more 
abundantly confirmed in the doctrines of 
his Confeſſion of Faith, &c, yet he ſeems, 

. notwith- 
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notwithſtanding, to have become more 
doubtful about ſome other points which 
he formerly held; as appears from his 
Eſay to explaining the Revelation, which 
he wrote after his return thence; which 
ſhews that he ſtill maintained a free and 
unprejudiced mind “. 

Though Mr. Biddle's baniſhment laſted 
three years, his friends were not regard- 
leſs of his intereſt and liberty ; but were 
active in their endeavours to procure his 
releaſe. He himſelf wrote ſetters, both 
to the Protector and to Mr. Calamy, an 
eminent Preſbyterian Miniſter, to reaſon 
them into compaſſion, but without imme- 
diate ſucceſs. It may, perhaps, be of- 
fered in extenuation of Mr. Calamy's ap- 
parent neglect of Mr. Biddle's applications, 
that in Oliver's time he kept himſelf as 
private as he could. At length, the ſoli- 
citations of friends, favoured by the opera- 


* A ſhort Account, &c. p. 8. PaTMER's Noncon- 
formiſt's Memorial, v. 1. p. 74. | 
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tion of other occurences, prevailed, and 


the Protector permitted a writ of Habeas 
Corpus to be granted out of the Upper- 
Bench Court, whereby Mr. Biddle was 
brought back, and by that Court ſet at - 
liberty, as finding no legal cauſe of de- 
ratning him, 
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Eero . 


His. renewal of his public Miniſtrations— 
his laſt impriſonment and Death. 


HE reflexions with which we opened 

the preceding chapter, are equally 
pertinent to the conduct of Mr. Biddle, 
which we are to review in this. He ſtill 
preſerved the firmneſs of his mind. He 
ſtill felt the ardor of zeal. Notwichſtand- 
ing the dangers, ſufferings, and perſecu- 
tions, which he had ſuſtained, he was not 
terrified from what he counted his duty to 
«Chriſt, in propagating the true know- 
ledge of the only True God, and of Jeſus 


Cbriſt, whom he had ſent. Upon his 


return to London, he reſumed his religious 
exerciſes among his friends, and acted as 
Paſtor to a Congregation in the City, 

formed 


6 


ſormed on the principles of the Indepen- 
dents *. | "4 

The national affairs ſoon took a turn 
unfavourable to Mr. Biddle's proſecution 
of his delightful work. For, about five 
months after, the Protector died, and 
Richard ſucceeding, called a Parliament, 
which, it was ſuppoſed, would be parti- 
cularly inimical to him. At the importu- 
nity of a noble friend, he reluctantly re- 
tired into the Country, during their ſeſſion. - 
On the diſſolution of that Parliament, he 
returned to his former ſtation. 

This period of tranquillity, and of his 
miniſterial ſervices, was but of ſhort dura- 
tion, The enjoyment of religious liberty 
was, in thoſe times, fluctuating and pre- 
carious, dependent upon the ſtate of po- 
litical affairs, and changing with the na- 
tional revolutions. Of this Mr. Biddle 
had repeated experience, And though 
the reign of his enemies, the Pre/byterians, 
was now drawing to its cloſe, its termina- 


* Britiſh Biography, Svo. v. 6. p. 87. 
G& 4 
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tion afforded him no ſecurity ; but, by the 
change of government, he was involved in 
new difficulties and dangers; and became 
a ſufferer in common with thoſe, from 
wind hands he had a little before ſuf- 
fered. With the ſettlement of CnhARLES 
II. on the throne of his anceſtors, the 
antient government in the Church and 
State was reſtored. The Prefbyterians ſoon 
felt the iron hand of power, and all Diſ- 
ſenters from the Epiſcopal worſhip were 
treated on the ſame intolerant principles, 
>: "- T heir liberty. was taken away, and their 

| meetings were puniſhed as ſeditious. 
Mr. Biddle endeavoured to avoid the 
threatening ſtorm, by reſtraining himſelf 
from public to more private aſſemblies, 
But his prudence and caution were in- 
effectual. The retired and peaceable aſſo. 
ciations of himſelf and his adherents could 
nat elude the jealous eye of magiſtracy 
by their ſecrecy, nor diſarm. its rage by 
their harmleſſneſs, For on the fr of 
June, 1662, he was haled from his lodg- 
ings, where he and ſome few of his friends 
| __ vere 
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were met for divine worſhip, and carried 
before Sir Richard Brown, a Juſtice of 
Peace, who committed them all to priſon, 
without admitting them to bail, Mr. 
Biddle was doomed to the dungeon, where 
he lay for five hours. The Recorder, 
actuated by more reverence for the law, 
releaſed them on giving ſecurity for an- 
ſwering, at the next ſeſſions, to the charge 
brought againſt them.. They accordingly: 
performed this. But the Court not being 
able to find any ſtatute whereon to form 
a criminal indictment, they were referred. 
to the following ſeſſions, and then. were. 
proceeded againſt, under pretence of. an. 
offence at Common Law; a mode of con- 
viction which leaves. much to the breaſt 
of the judge. The deciſion, in this caſe, 
was, that every one of the Hearers ſhould 
be fined in. the penalty of twenty pounds, 
and Mr. Biddle himſelf in one hundred x 
and they were ordered. to lie in priſon till 
theſe mulcts were paid. 

The Sheriff was diſpoſed. to have re- 
2 che greateſt part of Mr. Biddle's 


G 5 penalty, 
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3 and to have accepte even ten 
pounds, which he would have paid. Sir 
Richard Browne rigorouſly inſiſted upon 
the payment of the full ſum, and even, in 
that caſe, threatened him with a ſeven 
years impriſonment, which occaſioned his 
continuing in priſon, 

But in leſs than five weeks, en 
the noiſomeneſs of the place, and the 
want of air, which was peculiarly diſgree- 
able and pernicious to him, whoſe only 
recreation and exerciſe had been, for many 
years, to walk daily in the freſh air, he 
eontracted a diſeaſe which was attended 
with immediate danger to his life. So 
unrelenting, ſo unpitying is bigotry, Sir 
R. Brown could not be moved, in this 
extremity, to grant the ſick priſoner the 
comfort of a removal, in order to reco- 
very. The Sheriff, whoſe name was Mey- 
nel, acted on the principles of humanity, 
and granted it, But, on the ſecond day 
after, between five and fix o'clock in the 
morning, the 22d of September, 1662, 


he died, in the 47th year of his age. 


1 


He had formerly aſſured his friends, thit 


he had brought himſelf, by frequent medi- 
tations on the reſurrection and future hap- 
pineſs, to look on death with contem t, 
The manner with which he met his diffo- 


lution, evinced to them the truth of theſe 


declarations. For, when by the diſeaſe 
more violently affecting his head, he per- 
ceived a great alteration, he ſignified it to 
his friends, and abſolutely declined any 
further diſcourſe ; but compoſed himſelf, 
as it were to ſleep, for eight hours before 
he expired, being very ſparing of words, 
or even of groans, that might argue any 
impatience. - When a pious perſon, who 
attended him, broke forth into this vale- 
dictory wiſh, God grant that we may ſee 
one another in the kingdom of heaven ; his 
ſpeech failing him, he ſhewed how plea- 
ſing that wiſh was to him, by lifting 
up his quivering hand. He had, before 
this illneſs, frequently dropt expreſſions, 
that indicated an expectation of his ap- 
proaching end; often ſaying, that if he 
ſhould be once more caſt into priſon, he 


0 6 ſhould 
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moreover, That the work was done, mean- 


God had raiſed him up to profeſs, was 
ſufficiently brought te light, and that there 
only wanted ingenuouſneſs in men, for the. 
embracing and acknowledging it *, 


® Short Account of his Life, p. g. 
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ing, that the Truth which he apprehended 
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SECTION XI. 
His Works, not noticed before. 


1 has been our deſign, in the pre- 
ceding Sections, to bring into view 
only thoſe works of Mr. Biddle, which- 
raiſed: the public attention, or drew on 
himſelf ſevere proſecutions. But, beſides 
theſe, there were other publications of his, 
which were ſpecimens of his learning and. 
genius, or expreſſive of his zeal to pro- 
mote religious enquiry and truth. His 
juvenile performances have been — 
mentioned. 


During his baniſhment to the Ite of 
Scilly, as we have ſaid, he drew up an Eſſay 
to the explaining of the Revelations, In 
which he treated of the beaſt in the Apo- 


ealyple, Anti chriſt, the perſonal reign of 
2 Chrift 


( 134 ) 
. Chriſt on the earth, &c. * His preſent 
Biographer not having been able to pro- 


cure a ſight of this piece, can ſay nothing 
more concerning it. 


In the year 1653, Mr. Biddle publiſhed 
ſeveral ſmall pieces, which were tranſla- 
tions of Tracts written by ſome of the 
Poliſh Unitarianss Among theſe was one 
entitled Brevis Diſcuffio ; or a Brief Enquiry 
touching @ better way than is commonly 
made uſe of to refute PAarisTs, and reduct 
PROTESTANTS to a Certainty and Unity in 
RELIGION. The Author of this Tract was 
Joachim Slegman, a German, who, on ac- 
count of his attachment to the Socinian 
ſentiments, was diſmiſſed from the paſtoral | 
office in two Churches of the Reformed ; 
on which he went into Poland, and was 
firſt choſen Principal of the Univerſity at 
Racow, and was then ſent, by the Synod 
of Racow, to ſucceed Valentinus Radecius, 


„Short Account of his Life, p. 4. and Ba1- 
TISH BLOGRAPAY, go. v. 6. p. 79. note (I) and 


P. 87. 


; AS 
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as Paſtor of the Unitarian Church at Clau- 
diopolis, or, as it is called in German, 
Clayſentury, in Saxony, where he died in 
1633 *. 

This work was printed in PE A 
tranſlation of it is preſerved in the Phenix. 
It incurred cenſure, as containing ſun- 
dry Socinian and Pelagian tenets, and was 
aſcribed to Mr. John Hales, of Eton. 

e The ſcope of it is to ſhew, that the 
Proteſtants, by adhering to the peculiar 
ſyſtem of Lather, Brentins, Calvin, Beza, 
&c. &c. had, in many inſtances, offered 
weak and improper arguments againſt Po- 
pery, which had laid them under needleſs 
difficulties. His advice is therefore to 
diſcard all human authority, and to ſtick 
to the ſcripture only, as explained and 
underſtood by right reaſon, without having 
any regard to tradition, or the authority of 
Fathers, Councils, &c. 


* Bock Hiſtoria Antitrinitariorum, Tom. 1. p. II. 
p. 949, 950, et Sandii Bibliotheca Antitrin. p 


132. * 
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Mr. Bayle, we are told, fas this 
book. did more hurt than good, not be- 
cCauſe it was not well written, but becauſe 
it tended to diſparage the reputation of 
the firſt Reformers, broke 'in upon their 
ſeveral ſyſtems, and, what was worſe than 
all the reſt, was manifeſtly the work of 
ſomebody tainted with. the hereſies * Sa- 
cinus and Arminius *.” 


Me ſuppoſe that, Mr. Bayle FOAM highs 
not his own opinion, but the ſentiments 
of thoſe who prefer the party they have 
once eſpouſed to good ſenſe and truth. 
The piece opens with this principle; © He 
that will refute an error, muſt neither 
be entangled in the ſame, nor reject the 
true grounds of Refutations.. In the ſuc- 
ceeding chapters it treats, of Fathers and 
Doctors; of the Holy Spirit; of the true 
Opinion touching the Judge; of Tradi- 
tions; of Philoſophical. Principles; of the 
true W e touching the Rule; whether 


1 An Hiſtorical View of the Controverſy con- 


| cerning an Intermediate State. 2d ed. p. 64. 
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the dead do properly live; whether Chrift 
in heaven hath yet fleſh and blood; he- 
ther it be poſlible to obey the precepts 
of Cbriſt; and whether it be . to 
obey the precepts of Chriſt. 

The eighth chapter of this work may 
be deemed curious, nat only for the exam- 
ple it gives of the ſupport which Popery 
derives from ſome doctrines embraced by 
Proteſtants, but for the full and yet con- 
ciſe view which it exhibits of the argu» 
ments againſt an eſtabliſhed doctrine, on 
which few, even in the preſent day, ven- 
ture to think with freedom. *© Luther and 
Calvin,” he obſerves, © teach ſuch things 
as are injuriouſly defended not only againſt 
the Papiſts, but alſo againſt the very life 
of the Chriſtian religion, true piety. Of 
the former ſort, is that opinion wherein 
they hold, that the dead live. It will 
ſeem abſurd, and indeed the thing itſelf: 1g 
very abſurd; yet they believe it. 5 

« For they ſuppoſe that the ſouls. of 
men, in that very moment wherein they 
. we parted from their bodies by death, 
are: 
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are carried either to heaven, and do there 
feel heavenly joy, and poſſeſs all kinds of 
happineſs which God hath promiſed to his 
people; or to Hell, and are there tor- 
mented, and excruciated with unquench- 
able fire. And this, as was ſaid before, 
they attribute to the mere ſouls ſeparated 
from the bodies, even before the reſur- 
rection of the men themſelves, that is to 
ſay, while they are yet dead. But theſe 
things cannot happen to any thing which 
is not alive, for that which doth not live, 
doth not feel; and conſequently neither en- 
joyeth pleaſure, nor endureth pain. Where- 
fore they believe, in effect, that the dead 
live; namely, in the ſame manner that 
they. affirm Peter, Paul, and other dead 
men, to live in heaven. 

« Now this is the foundation not only 
of Purgatory, but alſo of that horrible 
Idolatry practiſed amongſt the Papiſts, 
whilſt they- invocate the Saints that are 
dead. Take this away, and there will be 

no place left for the others. To what 


l is the fire of Purgatory, if ſouls 
. ſeparated 


( 139 ) 


ſeparated from the body feel nothing ? 
To what purpoſe are prayers to the Virgin 
Mary, to Peter, and to Paul, and other 
dead men, if they can neither hear prayers _ 
nor intercede for you? On the contrary, 
if you admit this, you cannot eaſily over- 
throw the invocation of Saints. Now 
though the thing be ſuch of itſelf as de- 
ſerves. to ſeem. abſurd to every one, yet 
will we ſee, whether the contrary thereof 
be not ſet down in the Scripture, _ 

© Nor need we go far for an example, 
ſince we have a pregnant one in the argu- 
ment of Cbriſt, wherein he proveth the 
future reſurrection of the dead from thence; 
that God is the God of Abrabam, Iſaac 
and Jacob, but is not the God of the dead, 
but of the living; whence he concludeth 
that they live to God, that is, ſhall be 
recalled to life by God, that he may ma- 
nifeſt himſelf to be their God, or Bene- 
factor. This argument would be falla- 
cious, if before the Reſurrection they felt 
heavenly joy. For then God would be 
their God or Benefactor, namely, accord- 


ing 
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ing to their ſouls, although their bodies 
mould never riſe again. 
In like manner, the reaſoning of the 
Apoſtle would be fallacious, 1 Cor. 15. 
30, 31, 32. wherein he proveth the Re- 
ſurrection by that argument; beeauſe, 
otherwiſe, thoſe that believe im Criſt would 
in vain ſeek hazards every hour; in vain 
- fuer ſo many calamities for Chrif, which 
he teacheth by his own example. Again, 
| becauſe otherwiſe it would be better to 
ſing the ſong of the Epicureans, Let us 
eat and drink, for to- morrow we ſhall die. 
1 ſhort, of Af men Chriſtians. would be 
moſt miſerable. Certainly this would be 
falſe, if the godly preſently after death did 
in their ſouls enjoy celeſtial happineſs, and 
the wicked feel toxment.. For they would 
not in. vain ſuffer: calamities, nor theſe 
follow the pleaſures of the fleſh ſcotfree. 
And the godly would be far — than 
the wicked. 
e Since; therefore, it is the abſurdeſt 
he in the world, to fay that Chrift and 
| the: 


the Apoſtle Paul did not argue rightly; 
is it not clear that the doctrine is falſe, 
which being granted, fo great an abſurdity 
would be charged on Chriſt and the Apoſtle 
Fal. 
ct Farthermore, why ſhould Peter — 
fer the ſalvation of ſouls to the laſt day, 
1 Pet. 1. $. who are kept by the power 
of God, through faith unto Salvation, ready 
to be revealed in the laſt time; and Paul 
the crown of righteouſneſs to the day of 
judgement; 2 Tim. 4. 8. Henceforth there 
is laid up for. me a crown F righteouſneſs, 
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, ſhall 
give to me at that day, c. To what 
purpoſe ſhould the judgement be appointed? 
How could it be. ſaid of the. godly under 
the old Covenant, that they received not 
the promiſe, God providing ſome better 
things for us, that they might not without 
us be made perfect. Heb. 11. 40. if the 
ſoul of every one preſently after death, 
even without the body, felt celeſtial hap- 
pineſs. | 


: ( 142 ) 

e But the very nature of the thing 
icſelf refuſeth it. Is not living, dying, 
feeling, hearing, acting, proper to the whole 
man, or the compound of ſoul and body? 

Is not the body / the inſtrument of the 
ſoul, without it cannot perform her 


functions; as /an arti weth indeed the 
he have inſtru- 


art of worki g. but unle 
ments at hand, he canno 
effect? Let the be ſhut, the foul will 


not fee, though the power of ſeeing be 
not taken away from it, For as ſoon as 
you ſhall reſtore the inſtruments, a man 
will preſently fee. Wherefore ſouls ſe- 
parated from bodies, are neither dead 
nor live, and conſequently enjoy no plea- 
fure, and feel no pain. For thoſe things 
are proper to the whole compound. 

«© But the ſcripture faith, that the dead 
are not, that the ſpirit returneth to him 
that gave it; and of the ſpirits of the 
godly, that they are in the hand of God, 
but at the Reſurrection they ſhall be joined 


with the bodies; and then having gotten 
4 inſtru» 
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inſtruments, they will put forth their 2 
tions.“ 
The tranſlation of this piece of Steg- 
man's is attended with a ſhort preface, in 
which Mr. biddle, beſides paſſing enco- 
miums on the work, . chiefly labours to 
obviate an objection that might be urged 
againſt it, from the ſtreſs it lays on the 


uſe of Reaſon in religion. The remarks, , _ 


which Mr. Biddle offers on this point, are 
worthy of attention. 

Speaking of thoſe who would be diſ- 
pleaſed with it, becauſe Reaſon is therein 
much cried up; he ſays, My deſire 
therefore is, that ſuch perſons would but 
conſider what the Holy Scripture itſelf 
ſaith on this behalf; namely, how Paul, 
Rom. 12. 1. calleth the ſervice which. 
Chriſtians are to exhibit unto God, a Ra- 
tional or reaſonable ſervice. And Peter, 1 
Ep. 2. 2. ſtileth the word of the Goſpel 
which he preached, ſincere Rational Milk 


(for ſo the original hath it, as any one who 
is ſkilled in thac tongue, and looketh into the 


Greek context, may perceive,) And ch. 
62 3.1 F 


— 


Doctrines that are commonly taught to 


(mw) 
3-13. he faith, Be ready always to make 
an apology unto every one that aſketh you 
a Reaſon concerning the hope that is in you, 


with meekneſs and fear. Which paſſ age 
clearly intimateth, that as there is no in- 


congruity for others to require a Reaſon 


of our hope in Chriſt, ſo we Chriſtians are, 


above all other Profeſſors whatſoever, 


e to be very Rational; for to make 
an apology or defence in the behalf of ſo 
abſtruſe and ſublime a doctrine as ours is, 
requireth a more than ordinary 4 rener 
ment of Reaſon. 

« This being ſo, it may ſeem ſtrange 
why ſo great a number even of Proteſtant 
Miniſters, ſhould make Reaſon a common 
theme to diſclaim againſt, giving to it 
(without warrant of Scripture): the name 


of Corrupt Reaſon and Carnal Reaſon, and 


others the like -eulogies. But the truth 


is, they themſelves hold many abſurd, ri- 


diculous, and unreaſonable opinions, and 
ſo know right well, that if men once begin 
to make uſe of their Regſon, and bring the 


the 
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wel of Lv x 
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the Touchſtone of the Scripture ex- 
plained and managed in a rational way, 
their Tenets and Reputation with the peo- 
ple will be ſoon laid in the duſt. Let 
ſuch Miniſters henceforward either leave 
off clamouring againſt Reaſon, or no more 
open their mouths againſt Papiſts, and 
their opinion about Tranſubſtantiation; 
for whoſoever ſhall ſift the controverſy be- 
tween Papiſts and Proteſtants, concerning 
it, ſhall find that the principal, if not. 
only ground why we reje& it, is becaufe 
it is repugnant to Reaſon. But if Tran- 
ſubſtantiation is to be diſclaimed, becauſe 
contrary to Reaſon, why ſhall not all 
other Unrea/onable Doctrines upon the 
fame account be exploded, eſpecially ſee- 
ing there is ſcarce any one of them can 
plead fo plauſible a colour of Scripture for 
itſelf as that can?” 

Another piece, tranſlated by Mr. Biddle, 
was Przipcovius' Life of Fauſtus Socinus; 
with the preliminary Diſcourſe prefixed 
by that writer to the works of Socinus. 
The Title of the Tract is, “ The LIrE 

= | of 


(16) 
of that incomparable Man, FavusTus So- 
cinus SENENSIS, deſcribed by 4 PoLo- 
NA Knight. V bereunto is added, an 
excellent Diſcourſe which the ſame Author 
would have had premiſed to the works of 


Socinus; together with a Catalogue of 


* thoſe Works. The views of Mr. Biddle, 
in this publication, appear to have been 
truly laudable and liberal, viz. to do 
juſtice to a character which had been 
much aſperſed, and to hold up, to con- 
templation, a great example; at the ſame 
time that he enters a caveat againſt an im- 
plicit deference to the judgement of his 
Hero. . | | 
« The life of Socinus, he ſays in his 
preface, is here expoſed to thy view, that 
by the peruſal thereof thou mayeſt receive 
certain information concerning the man, 
whom Miniſters and others traduce by 
cuſtom ; having (for the moſt part) never 
heard any thing of his converſation, nor 
ſeen any of his works; or if they have, 
they were either unable or unwilling to 
1 - make 


| 
| 
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make a thorough ſcrutiny into them, and 
ſo no marvel, if they ſpeak evil of him. 
To ſay any thing of him here, by 
way of eulogy, as that he was one of the 
moſt pregnant wits that the world hath 
produced; that none ſince the Apoſtles 
hath deſerved better of our Keligion in 
that the Lord Chrif hath chiefly made 
uſe of his miniſtry to retrieve ſo many 
precious truths of the Goſpel, which had 
a long time been hidden from the eyes 
of men by the artifico of Satan; that he 
ſhewed the world a more accurate way 
to diſcuſs controverſies in Religion, , and 
to fetch out the very marrow of the Holy. 
Scripture, ſo that a man may more avail 
himſelf by reading his works, thag per- 
haps by peruſing all the Fathers, together 
with the writings of more modern Au- 
thors; that the virtues of his will were 
not inferior unto thoſe of his underſtand- 
ing, he being every way furniſhed to the 
work of the Lord; that he opened the 
right way to bring Chriſtians to the unity 
of the faith, and acknowledgment of the 
| H 2 | ſon 
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ſon of God; that he took the ſame courſe 
to propagate the Goſpel, that Chrift and 
the Apoſtles had done before him, for- 
faking his eſtate and his neareſt relations, 
and undergoing all manner of labours and 
hazards, to draw men to the knowledge 
of the truth ; that he had no other end of 
all his undertakings than the glory of God 
and Chrift, and the ſalvation of himſelf 
and others, it being impoſſible for ca- 
lumny itſelf with any colour to aſperſe him 
with the leaſt ſuſpicion of worldly intereſt ; 
that he of all Interpreters explaineth the 
precepts of Chriſt in the ſtricteſt manner, 
and windeth up the lives of men to the 
higheſt ſtrain of holinefs ; to ſay the other 
like things (though in themſelves true 
and certain) would notwithſtanding, here 
be impertinent, in that it would foreſtall 
what the Polonian Knight hath written on 
this ſubject. 
To him, therefore, I ſer! thee, de- 
firing thee to read his words without 
prejudice, and then the works of Soc inis 
himſelf, 
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himſelf; and though thou beeſt not thereby 
convinced that all which Socinus taught 

is true, (ſor neither am I myſelf of that 
belief, as having diſcovered that in ſome 
leſſer things Socinus, as a man, went awry, 
however in the main he hit the truth) yet 
for ſo much of Cbriſ as thou muſt needs 
conteſs appeareth in him, begin to have 
more favourable thoughts of him and his 
followers. 

In addition to theſe pieces, which were 
Tranſlations from Poliſb. Unitarian writers, 
we ſhould add another Tract by the Knight 
who was the author of the former *, viz. 
Diſjertatio de Pace, &c. Or, a DisCOURSE 
touching the Prack and Concord of 1he 
Cave. Hberern is elegantly and acutely 
argued, that not ſo much a bad opinion, 
as a bad life, excludes @ Chriſtian out of 
the kingdom of heaven; and that the 
things neceſſary to be knoten for the at- 


„For an Account of Przipcovius, we refer to 
Memoirs of the Life, &c. of Fauſtus Socinus, p. 
439-452. : 
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tainment of ſalvation, are very few and 


 eafy; and finally, that thoſe who paſs 


amongſt us under the name of Hereticks, are 
notwithſtanding to be tolerated. This piece, 
written when the Author was little more 
than eighteen years old, had the honour 
of being aſcribed to Epiſcopius. The com- 
pofition is inſinuating and maſterly. The 
deſign of it was liberal, and, conſidering 
that the author did not agree, in their 


diſcriminating opinion, with thoſe on 
whoſe behalf he wrote, it was peculiarly 
'expreſſive of generoſity and candor, ' His 


view was to moderate the zeal and bitter- 


_ _nefs, of which the Socinians were, in ge- 
neral, the unmerited objects. To effect 
this purpoſe, it was introduced with ſome 


reflexions on the lot of truth and innocence 
in this world. In ſome following chapters 


is ſhewn, what things concerning God 
and Chrift are neceſſary to be known unto 


ſalvation, and what are the parts of true 


Faith: that ſincere love towards God and 


Chrift is ſufficient to Salvation, and that 
the 


1 

the ſame may be in thoſe who err; that 
though faith and the Holy Spirit be the 
gifts of God, yet erring perſons have and 
may have them; that nothing but diſobe- 
dience and unbelief exclude a man from 
eternal Salvation; and that ſuch as err, 
are free from theſe ; that the things ne- 
ceſſary to be known unto ſalvation are few 
and very ſimple, and eaſy to be underſtood 
by the ſimpleſt; ſuch is not the common 
doctrine concerning the Trinity; that there 
is not in this life a perfect knowledge of 
God, and of divine Myſteries, but in the 
other life; and that Faith, Hope and Cha- 
rity are ſufficient to Salvation. The diſ- 
cuſſion of theſe points is followed with a 
general Apology for Socinians on this prin- 
ciple, that they are not of ſuch a perſua- 
ſion out of ambition, avarice, pleaſure, 
or ſuperſtition, nor offend out of any 
malice, but only out of the care of their 
Salvation, Then follows an anſwer to 
the objection, drawn from their rejecting 
the conſent of the Church, and reſting the 
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defence of their opinion upon the autho- 
' rity of Scripture only. This is ſucceeded 
by an anſwer to three other objections, 
with a compariſon of Calvin's Doctrine on 
Predeſt ination, with the doctrine of others. 
Then ſome particular reaſons for tolerating 
Heretics are offered; and the queſtion, 
Who are true Heretics, is conſidered. The 
Tract concludes with an enquiry, what 
Heretics are to be excommunicated, and 
what not, and with a fuller Apology for 
thoſe who in that age paſſed as ſuch, 

Mr. Biddle's preface, which is a ſhort 
one, concludes with that ſerious and juſt 
exhortation, formed on the moſt enlarg- 
ed principles, which we have quoted, p. 
10. 

Large and numerous quatations from 
this work might be deemed tedious, and 
ſuperſeded by modern publications on the 
fide of candor and moderation. Burt a 
paſſage or two, it is hoped, will not be 
unacceptable to the reader. To a preju- 
qice imbibed againſt the Socinian ſenti- 

ment 
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ment concerning the perſon of Chriſt, as 
what muſt be highly diſpleaſing to him, 
becauſe derogatory from his glory, the 
Author anſwers thus: The greateſt part 
of them, who at this day recede from the 
common ſenſe of the Church in ſo great 
a matter, are not out of any raſhneſs ſo 
perſuaded touching the Son of God, but 
rather out of a pious fear, Jeſt they ſhould 
detract from the Father ſomewhat of his 
honour. Wherein if they unwittingly 
offend againſt the Son, out of love to the 
Father, (ſo that improbity mingle not it- 
ſelf with their error) it ſeemeth very cre- 
dible, that the Son will, for the very love 
of the Father, forgive them this error. 
For he gave a notable proof of his meek- 
neſs, when he prayed. for his ignorant 
murderers. What, think we, wilt not he 
do for the love of the Father, who for the 
love of men forgave fo great an injury to 
his enemies? Now if he out of love to 
mankind doubted not to aſſume the form 
of a ſervant, and really to endure extreme 

H 5 diſgraces, 
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diſgraces, certainly he will bear with the 
errors of men, who do not conceive wor- 
thily enough of his majeſty and dignity, 
eſpecially that which is paſt. Will he, 
who for the ſake of men, did of his own 
accord debaſe himſelf to the loweſt condi- 
tion, puniſh them for this very thing, 
namely, becauſe they out of ignorance, 
think more meanly of his condition than 
is fit? Eſpecially when he himſelf, by his 
debaſement, did in a manner give an oc- 
caſion of ſuch ignorance, Certainly it is 
incredible, that he who of his own ac- 
cord underwent, for the fins of men, a 
reproachful kind of death, will not par- 
don to human weakneſs, a ſimple opinion 
that derogates ſomething from his an- 
tient excellence, if ſo be the error be 
| harmleſs, and be removed from all fin of 
_ malice.” Ty | 
Another paſſage, in which he endea- 
yours to remove the objection againſt an 
indulgence to thoſe who hold certain opi- 


nions, drawn from the fear, that the in- 
tereſt, 


- \ 
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tereſt of truth will ſuffer by the favour 
ſhown to the erroneous, deſerves to be 
quoted, © If,” faith he, „“ we be afraid 
of the contagion of ſuch errors, either in 
behalf of ourſelves, or rather of the weaker 
ones, in the firſt place we may not there- 
upon renounce brotherly love, which we 
owe to them, although they err. For we 
- ought not to forſake a certain and clear 
duty, leſt an uncertain evil ſhould happen, 
nor to purſue even the moſt holy ends by 
unlawful means. But, ſecondly, that fear 
is vain. For if we have not. the truth, 
there 1s httle danger to be feared from 
them, much leſs if we have it. For ſince 
they maintain their tenets with 'no arms, 
nor with any force, and think it not ſo 
much as lawful ſo to do, nor ſet them off 
with any carnal allurements, certainly the 
truth can never be by them either oppreſſed 
with force, or overthrown with fraud, in- 
aſmuch as the nature of truth is ſuch, 
that like to eagles feathers, ſhe devoureth 


all other light plumage of opinions, never 
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withdrawing herſelf from us, unleſs ſhe 
be tired either with our ſervitude, or ſins. 
Which twain being not to be feared by 
us in a modeſt liberty of diſſenting, and 
ſtudy of true charity, what cauſe is there 
why we ſhould ſo warily fence our opinions 
from their tenets ? 

Let us rather be poſſeſſed with a 
certain hope, that as earthen veſſels being 
Joined with thoſe of tin or ſilver, are broken 
to pieces; ſo alſo if God, the Author of 
peace, ſhall bring back into the Church 
that happy tolerance, all falſe opinions 
fighting hand to hand with the true, will be 
daſhed to ſhivers, and periſh. Otherwiſe if 
we ſo much fear that mutual patience and 
friendly conference, we do not think well 
enough concerning the goodack of our 
cauſe. 

« Heretofore, when the dawning of 
Goſpel- light was returned, Luther and his 
followers would have wiſhed that they 
might be tolerated in the communion of 
the Roman Church. But it concerned the 
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Pope to ſecure his darkneſs from the ap- 
proach of the morning. Again, when a 
diſſenſion was riſen up* between the Lu- 
therens and the Reformed, who was it that 
refuſed the form of agreement that was 
offered, but he that doubted of his cauſe? _ 
Now alſo in the very reformed Church 
jtſelf, upon the diſſenſion concerning Fate, 
none are more diſpleaſed with tolerance, 
than they that ſuſpect the truth of this 

doctrine. Would error were ſo circum- © 
ſpect in the cradle of its infancy, as it is 
provident being once grown up. But it 
being blind when it is born, doth after- 
ward become ſharp-ſighted, foreſeeing its 
fate afar off, and eſchewing it, and is never 
more ingenious to prolong its life, than 
when it is preſſed with the conſcience of 
its own weakneſs.” 

In aid of the deſign and reaſonings of 
this Trat, Mr. Biddle added a Poſt- 
ſcript; in which, among other reflexions, 
are the following pertinent remarks and 


cloſe appeals to thoſe who, arrogating to 
themſelves 


( 158 ) 
themſelves the character. of the Orthodox, 


cenſure all others as Heretics. 
Mr. Biddle granting, that he who con- 
tradits the divine writings of the Apoſtles, 
ſhould be no leſs eſteemed an Heretic, 
than he who oppoſed the Apoſtles preach- 
ing by word of mouth, adds, “ but even 
thus can we not challenge that cenſorian 
rod againſt Heretics, (referring to certain 
particular paſſages in the Epiſtles.) For 
they whom ye place in the rank of Here- 
tics, are ſo far from contradifting the 
Holy Scripture, that they wage war againſt 
you out of the ſame, and appeal to the 
judgement thereof, not without a certain 
hope of victory, in the examination of 
their cauſe, inaſmuch as they embrace the 
Scripture in all things, with as great ve- 
neration of mind as you do; nor amongſt 
all the Chriſtian Churches, which are at 
this day extant, ſhall ye ſhew any one (that 
I know of) which doth not religiouſly, and 
from the heart, yield an undoubted affent 
to all thoſe things, that are propoſed and 
taught 
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taught in the Holy Scripture. Where- 
fore there is no cauſe why ye ſhould con- 
demn any one of them for Hereſy, ſince 
they agree with you in giving due cre- 
dence to the ſacred writ. And there- 
fore whatſoever pretence ye feck for your 
carnal zeal "againſt ſuch as you call He- 
retics, yet to indifferent judgements can 
no other ground hereof appear, than their 
diſſent from your interpretation of the 
Holy Scripture, as to the controverted 
doctrines. | 

« But I will here bountifully grant you, 
that ye have in all things hit the true 
ſenſe of the Scripture, and defend it. Ne- 
vertheleſs, it is further requifite, that ye 
make this plain to them, whom ye brand 
with the crime of Hereſy. But what here 
is the ſtreſs of your arguments? Ye ap- 
peal again to the Holy Scripture, and from 
thence condemn Heretics. But they have 
already ſtricken this weapon out of your 
hands, ſhewing that the Holy Scripture 


maketh for you, only in your own ſenſe 
. and 
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- and interpretation, and that they are ac- 

cordingly condemned by you, not from 
the ſacred Scripture, but from your in- 
; terpretation of the ſacred Scripture. And 
this is the circle of your arguing, which 
they deſervediy reject. 


« Draw out therefore againſt Heretics 
thoſe truly apoſtolical weapons, not the 
Thrafonical prating of the Chair in the 
Univerſity, but the power of the Holy 
Spirit, wherewith the Apoſtles being in- 
dued, could deliver Blaſphemers to Satan, 
1 Tim. 1. 10. and flay Hypocrites with 
the ſpeaking of a word, Acts 5. If ye 
want the powerful efficacy of this ſpirit, 
acknowledge your raſhneſs and iniquity 
in condemaing them, to whom ye are 
not able, with evident and ſuffictent argu- 
ments to demonſtrate your interpretation 
of the Holy Sgripture, and who by the 
ſame right, and from the ſame founda- 
tion object to you not only errors, but 
alſo hereſies. 


«c Ye 
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* Ye know that of Chrif, condemm 
not, and ye ſhall not be condemned. What 
account will ye give to this juſt Judge, 
for ſo often violating this precept? Your 
zeal of the divine glory will not then 
excuſe you; for though it palliate itſelf 
under this reverend name, yet is it wholly 
of the fleſh, and odious to God. But 
if ye affirm, that it proceedeth from the 
Holy Spirit, produce arguments worthy 
of ſo great an Author. For neither is 
this Spirit ſo weak, but that he can ſhew 
forth tokens of his divine authority and 
preſence in his Miniſters, and by them 
againſt his enemies. But whither am I 
carried away? I beſeech thee, good rea- 
der, to pardon this digreſſion of mine; 
and having liked the pious counſe] of 
our Author, intreat God that he would 
inſtil into other readers alſo a mind ſtu- 
dious of peace and concord. 

Such ſentiments are ſo important and 
liberal, that they can ſcarcely be repeated 
too often, or be preſented in too various 

forms» 
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forms. For evety repreſentation, whe- 
ther in a modern or antient dreſs, Carries 
a recommendation of them to every can- 
did mind, and it may be preſumed, will 
not be wholly without effect in making 
them to be known, approved and felt, 


SECTION 
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SECTION XII. 


His Charatter, 


E have traced Mr. Biddle emis h 
2 the labours, &c. of a ſtudious, — 
the events of an afficted life, His ſtudies 
were devoted to the purſuit of religious 
knowledge, and his ſufferings were incurred 
by a conſcientious adherence to the con- 
victions which his enquiries produced. 
.From both the reader will form his own 
ideas concerning his abilities, learning 
and character. They were all held in 
high eſtimation by thoſe who perſonally 
knew him, and were acknowledged by his 
enemies. | 


His acquaintance with the Holy Scrip- 
tures, as was obſerved in the ſecond Sec- 
tion, was ſingularly comprehenſive and 
exact. His knowledge of them was in- 

ſtead 
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ſtead of a Concordance, for no part could 
be named, but he would preſently cite the 


© book, chapter, and verſe. This perfect 


knowledge in the Scriptures, joined with 
an happy and ready memory, whereby he 
had, at recollection, what he had read in 
other authors, gave him a great advan- 


rage in all debates, of which, without the 


leaſt oſtentation, he availed himſelf. - 

The diſtinguiſhing point of view, un- 
der which the preceding account exhibits 
him, is that of a RiroxuMER, and a ſuf- 
ferer for conſcience ſake : yet, in the for- 
mer character, he appears to have been 
modeſt and candid, and in the latter pa- 


tient and reſigned. © It was,“ ſays hi 


Biographer, who appears to have been in- 
timately acquainted with him, “ in his 
heart to promote piety, and he had no 
deſign to aggrandiſe his name by oppoſi- 


tion to common doctrines. Indeed, he was 


a great aſſerter of common doctrines againſt 

novel opinions, that tended either to ſe- 
dition, libertiniſm, or ſuperſtition. And 

| in 


— JIN oY " oF "IN — 8 „ 


„ 
in what he held contrary to the curtent, 
he did not endeavour to tie thoſe he had 
won, to be of his mind in ſuch a ſociety, 
and by ſuch a ſociety, and by ſuch bands, 
as might continue them a ſucceſſive party, 
bearing his name as their Founder; but 
left them to all that liberty, which the 
duty of owning the truth according to 


their confcience, and of mutual edification 
would allow them *.” | 


Zealous and active as Mr. Biddle was 
in promoting what he deemed great and 
important Truth, he was ſtill more zea- 
lous in promoting holineſs of life and 
manners ; for this was always his end and 
deſign in what he taught. © He valued 
not his doctrines for ſpeculation, but prac- 
tice, inſomuch that he would not dif- 
courſe of thoſe points wherein he dif-, 
fered from others, with thoſe that ap- 


peared not religious according to know- 
ledge. Neither could he bear thoſe that 


* Short Account of his Life, p. 1i0. 
diſſembled 


6 
diſſembled in profeſſion for worldly in- 


tereſts. | | 
His own life was pure and irreproach- 


able. Mr, Anthony Wood acknowledges, 


that, © except his opinions, there was 
little or nothing blame-worthy in him.” 
He was ſo free from being queſtioned for 
any the leaſt blemiſh in his life, that one 
of his Advocates ſays, „the Jnformers 
themſelves, who brought on the laſt pro- 
ſecytion againſt him, had been heard to 
admire his ſtrict exemplary life,” full of 
modeſty, ſobriety, and forbearance, no ways 
contentious, touching the great things of 
the world, but altogether taken up with 
the great things of God, revealed in the 
Holy Scriptures *, | 

Another writer, on the proceedings a- 
gainſt him, gives this teſtimony to his 
conyerſation, © We have,“ ſays he, © had 
intimate knowledge thereof for ſome years; 
but we think he needs not us, but may 
appeal even to his enemies, for his vin- 


® Short Account of his Life, p. 10, _ 
f dication 
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dication therein, Let thoſe that knew 
him at Oxford for the ſpace of ſeven or 
eight years, thoſe that knew him at Glou- 
ceſter about three years, thoſe that knew 
him at London theſe eight or nine. years, 
(moſt of which he hath been a priſoner) 
ſpeak what they know, of unrighteouſneſs, 
uncleanneſs, unpeaceableneſs, malice, pride, 
profaneneſs, drunkenneſs, or any the like 
iniquity, which they can accuſe him of, 
or hath he, (as the manner of Heretic 
is) 2 Pet. 2. 3, Through covetauſneſs with 
feigned words made merchandiſe of any ? 
Hath he not herein walked upon ſuch true 
grounds of Chriſtian ſelf-denial, rhat none 
in the world can ſtand more clear and 
blameleſs herein alſo? He having ſhunned 
to make any of thoſe advantages which 
are eaſily made in the world, by men of 
his parts and breeding, languages, and 
learning, that (if any known to vs) he 
may truly ſay as the Apoſtle, I have coveted 
no man's ſilver, or gold, or apparel ; yea, ye 
yourſelves know, that theſe hands have 
miniftered to my neceſſities ; he ever account- 


ng 
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receive . 
It is a proof of the great and ſerious 


regard which he had for univerſal righ- 
teouſneſs: that © he would often tell his 
friends, that no religion could benefit a 
bad man; and call upon them to reſolve 
with themſelves, as well to profeſs and 
practiſe the truth that is according to god- 
lineſs, as to ſtudy to find it out, and that 
againſt all terrors and allurements to the 
contrary; being aſſured that nothing diſ- 
pleaſing to Almighty God, would be any 

wiſe profitable to them *®. The probity 
of his own conduct was eminently con- 
| ſpicuous : ſo that the appeal was made 
to many perſons of worth and credit in 
London, on the juſtice and integrity of 
his heart, and on his holy care not to 
difſemble, play the hypocrite, or deal frau- 
dulently with any, not even to ſave his life 9. 


+ Crossy's Hiſtory of the Engliſh Baptiſts, 


vel. 1. p. 210, 11, 12. 
® Short Account of his Life, p. 10. 


Croſpy's Hiftory of the Engliſh Baptiſts. V. 1. 
p. 210, 211. 
- - The 
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'The foundation of his moral excel- 
lencies was laid, where the foundation of 
every good attainment muſt be laid, in the 
application of the earlieſt years to the pur- 
ſuit of divine wiſdom. Before he left 
ſchool, there was diſcovered in him © a 
- ſingular piety of mind, and contempt of 
ſecular affairs :” he applied himſelf to the 
ſtudy of virtue, together with the ſtudy of 
literature and ſcience : and, in his younger 
years, was an amiable example of filial 
affection to his Mother, to whom, become - 
ing a widow by the death of his Father, 
he, with great diligence, gave dutiful 
aſſiſtance “. | | 
The events, which we have bak 
furniſh a ſtriking proof of the perſeverance 
and fortitude, with which he followed truth, 
and met his ſufferings. | And, though he 
was converſant in the diſcuſſion of points, 
involved, by the inventions of men, and a 
mixture of human ſcience, in great dif- 
ficulties and obſcurity, yet it doth not 


* Short Account of his Life, p. 4. 
I appear, 


N 
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appear, that he contended therein out 
curioſity, vain-glory, and ſelf-conceit ; 


but with great humility and courteſy: 
6 for they who differed from him, how 


mean ſoever, could not oblige him more, 


than by pertinent objections, ſoberly urged, 

, to give him the opportunity of reſolving 
them: which he always did with great 
fimplicity and plainneſs of ſpeech, without 

any oftentation of learning *.“ 

His converſation was as remote from 

covetouſneſs, as it was free from ambition. 

For, when he was capable of doing it, he 

ſupported himſelf by his own induſtry, and 

refuſed the ſupplies, which benevolence and 

_ friendſhip offered him; unleſs, when the 
neceſſities, brought on by impriſonment, 

ſickneſs, and the like calamities, conftrained 

him to avail himſelf of the kindneſs of 
others. After a ſeven years confinement, 
he was prevailed with to accept of a bed 
and board from a 1 2 Citizen in 


Short Aecount of his Life, p. 10. and Croſby's 
Hiftory of the Baptiſts, v. 1. p. 214+ 


London: 


69 
London“: and the importunities of another 
induced him to do the ſame, after his return 
from exile in the Iſle of Scilly. But theſe 
were exceptions to his general mode of mi- 
niſtering himſelf to his wants. | 

He had learned to be content with a a 
little, and ſought not more: nay, out of 
that little he would contribute to the neceſ- 
ſities of others. His gratifications were 
very moderate, for he was remarkably tem- 
perate in eating, as well as in drinking. 
The purity of his character was not 
only moſt fair and unblameable; but, to 
avoid the leaſt ſuſpicion, he carried his 
reſerve in his behaviour to the ſex, to an 
unuſual (it may be called an nn 
degree of delicacy and caution. 

He was careful to preſerve juſtice in his 
dealings towards men, and was ſolicitous to 
enforce and exemplify this virtue and that of 
charity, as, in his opinion, eſſentially ne- 
ceſſary to ſalvation. And he had ſuch a 
lively ſenſe of the obligations of humanity 


* Mr. Firmin. | 
I 2 and 


62 

and kindneſs, that it was one of his leſſons, 
which Mr. Firmin learnt of him, not only 
to relieve, but to vi/it the ſick and poor, as 
the beſt means of adminiſtering comfort to 
them, and of gaining an exact knowledge 
of their circumſtances ; and as affording an 
opportunity to aſſiſt them by our counſel, 
or our intereſt, more effectually than by the 
charity we do or can beſtow upon them“. 
There is another ingredient in a good 
and excellent character, viz. reverent, 
humble piety, which deſerves particular 
mention in the delineation of Mr. Briddle's. 
« The virtues of the dzvotional kind, ob- 
ſerves a great writer, may be ſhewn by ar- 
guments independent of the peculiar doc- 
trines of revelation, to be, in their own 
nature, the moſt truly valuable, as well as 
the moſt ſublime of all others, and to form 
what may be called the key-ftone of every 
truly great and heroic character f.“ The 


1 The Life of Mr. Thomas Firmin, 1698, p. 10. 


+ Prieftley's Letters to a Philoſophical Unbeliever, 
Part 1. p. 211. 


piety 
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piety of Mr. Biddle was eminent.“ He 
was, his Biographer tells us, a ſtrict ob- 
ſerver himſelf, and a ſevere exactor in 
others, of reverence in ſpeaking of Gop 
and CHRIST, and holy things: ſo that he 
would by no means hear their names, or 
any ſentence of Holy Scripture, uſed vainly 
or lightly, much leſs any fooliſh talking, or 
ſcurrility.” While he treated facred ſub- 
jects with this reverence and gravity, he 
would be chearful and pleaſant, and like well 
that the company ſhould be ſo too. Yet 
even in his common converſe, he always re- 
tained anawe of the Divine Preſence, and. 
was ſometimes obſerved to lift up his hand 
ſuddenly ; which thoſe that were intimate 
with him, knew to be an effect of a ſecret 
ejaculation, But in his cloſet. devotions, 
he was wont often to proſtrate himſelf upon: 
the ground, after the manner of our Saviour 
in his agony, and would commend that 
poſture alſo. to his. moſt intimate friends *.” 


Short Account of his Life, p. 11, 
1 15 It 
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It is a pertinent remark made on the ex- 
cellent character, which Mr. Biddle ſup- 
ported, that the Unitarians who ſuffered in 
our country, were all of them eminent ex- 
amples of piety and virtue T. It is of con- 
ſequence, on every occaſion that offers, to 
point out this; not only, as a good example 
can never be exhibited to view, without 
doing honour to religion, and leaving ſome 
good impreſſions on the mind ;— but alſo to 
obviate the 'prejudices of ſome, even good 
men, who can ſcarcely be induced to ſup- 
poſe that true piety can exiſt, where, what 
they deem, great and fundamental errors, 
are embraced. They have been. ſo ac- 
cuſtomed to blend their own peculiar ideas 
and phraſeology, with all their meditations 
on the Divine Being, to incorporate them 
with all their devout addreſſes to him, that 
they cannot conceive, how devotion can 
exiſt but under ſuch a garb, or piety be felt 
but with the aſſociations, with which they 


Mr. Lindſey's Hiſtorical View of the State of 
the Unitarian Doctrine, p. 303: | 
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always feel it, But ſuch perſons only prove 
by this, how limited is their acquaintance 
with human characters, and how narrow are 
their own views of things. The principles 
which are the great grounds of devout affec- 
tions, are common to all religious ſchemes : 
ſuch as that God is, and that He is the Re- 
warder of them that diligently ſeek bim : 
that Ile hath given us eternal life, and that 
this life is in or by his Son CaRrisT JEsus. 
Into theſe principles may, and muſt all the 
ſentiments and exerciſes of a pious mind be 
reſolved, as their juſt cauſe and animating 
motive. To a benevolent mind it is a ſource 
of joyful reflection to believe, that the 
power and pleaſure of theſe principles are 
and muſt be felt by every ſincere Chriſtian, 
whether Calviniſt or Arminian ; whether 
Athanaſian, Arian, or Socinian. The lover 
of truth, eſpecially of religious truth, can- 
not but poſſeſs a ſerious and devout mind : 
for he is converſant with the moſt ſerious 
ſubjects, and from them only can derive 
his ſupport and conſolation under the diſ- 


I 4 Courage- 
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couragements and evils to which his en- 
quiries after truth may expoſe him. And if. 
Trinitarians can mention a Howe, a Baxter, 


and a Watts; Antitrinitarians can boaſt an 
Emlyn, an Abernethy, and a Lardner. 


SECTION 
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SECTION XIII. 


Concluſion — Some general reflections on Mr. 
Biddle's character and on the utility of 
religious. controverſy. 


OME. will be ready to hold the labours 
and character of Mr. Biddle, which we 
have repreſented, in low eſtimation : as 
diſtinguiſhed chiefly by an exceſſive attach- 
ment to religious controverſy. But the 
neglect or indifference, with which they 
themſelves treat the diſcuſſion of theologi- 
cal queſtions, is not a fair and juſt ſtandard 
by which to judge of thoſe whoſe attention,, 
lke Mr. Biddle's, hath. been directed to 
them: for how can they be ſuppoſed com- 
petent to the determination of a. point, on 
which they have beſtowed. no pains? All 
that their opinion of its value proves, is 
only that ſuch a direction of the thoughts 
and ſtudies does not ſuit their taſte, But 

| ſtill, 
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ſtill, in the great circle of human actions 


and purſuits, it may have its peculiar im- 


portance and uſe. 
It will not be denied, that the diſcovery 


of Truth, mathematical or philoſophical, 


is a ſuitable and valuable employment of 


the rational powers: and though it be not 


neceſſary for the good of the world, that 


every man ſhould be a Philolopher or Ma- 
thematician, yet mankind are greatly in- 


debted to the labours, and ought to hold in 


high eſteem, the names of thoſe who have 
devoted their time and thoughts to ſuch 
inveſtigations : which, in innumerable in- 
ances, are capable of being improved, and, 
have been actually improved, to the ad- 


vantage of mankind. 
Why ſhould its due value and praiſe 


be denied to the inveſtigation of religious 


Truth? This hath a more extenſive in- 


| fluence, than ſcientific : it hath a more 


intimate connexion with human conduct, in 
all the inrercourſe, and with human felicity, 
under all the events of life. This derives a 


peculiar i NR, from the energy it poſ- 
ſeſſeth, 
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ſeſſeth, to form a moral character; to me- 
Horate the whole human race in this world ; 
and to train up individuals, who yield to its 
power, for eternal PERFECTION and hap- 


pineſs. | 
The revelation of religious Truth, firſt by 


Moſes and the Prophets, and then by Jeſus 
Chriſt, is a moſt ſtriking and convincing 
argument of its value and importance. 
Being revealed from Heaven, it becomes 
an object of ſacred attention to all, to whom 
it hath been communicated. There is a 
merit in the improvement of any talent, 
in the fulfilling of any obligation. On theſe 
plain principles, the inveſtigation of re- 
ligious truth hath merit: the merit of at- 
tending to what Gop hath imparted. Dili- 
gence and aſſiduity heighten this merit; 
but ſufferings endured in the purſuit and 
profeſſion of it, add ſtill more to it. 
Probity and integrity are ineſtimable in any 
courſe of life. Can they loſe their value 
becauſe the principle, which calls them into 
exertion, is the love of divine Truth? 


Le 
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Let theſe conſiderations be weighed ; 
they will affiſt us to appreciate the excel- 
lence and importance of fuch characters as 
Mr. Biddle. Such characters have been 
rendered peculiarly neceſſaty and uſeful, 
through the groſs corruptions, in which 
Chriſtianity hath been, for ages, almoſt loſt. 
Without ſuch exertions, fuch ſtudies, and 
ſuch ſufferings, as mark the life of Mr. 
Biddle, no reformation from Popery could 
have taken place : or, having taken place, 
could have been ſupported and carried on, 


A Biddle, as hath been ſeen, calls the atten- 
tion to important queſtions, throws light by: 


diſcuſſion on intereſting points, and awakens 
the ſpirit of enquiry and zeal. 

In aid of theſe remarks, I am induced to 
produce the following reflexions. Not- 
withitanding the diſreſpect which is occa- 


fionally ſhewn towards religious contro- 


verſy, by little and illiberal minds, it is to 
ſach controverſies as engaged the pens of 
Clarke, Hoadley and Sykes, that we owe 
much. of what is moſt. valuable and dear to. 

us. 


„ 1 Me. a = OY ET” 
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us. An affeted diſparagement of the ſe- 
veral controverſies which have reſpected re- 
ligious liberty, and the improved know- 
ledge of the Scriptures, generally indicates 
an indifference to the nature and obliga- 
tions of religion itſelf, or beſpeaks a total 
ignorance of the bleſſings we derive and 
enjoy from free inquiry and debate, by 
means of the preſs; or is the effect of a 
lamentable prejudice againſt every deſire 
and attempt to bring all profeſſing Chriſtians 
to abide by the plain and artleſs Goſpel of 
Cbriſt, or, when ſuch averſion to contro- 
verſy is held by well-meaning and more 
candid minds, it is no other than their de- 
claring their earneſt deſire to eſtabliſh the 
end, while, at the ſame time, they incon- 
ſiſtently and peremptorily proteſt againſt 
the only means which can effect it“ .“ 
The ſentiments of the learned Bp. Pearce 
are very pertinent here, and deſerve to be 
recited. Let it be further conſidered, 4 


* See the very inſtructive and entertaining Memoirs 
of the Life and Writings of Dr. Arthur. Aſhley ' 
Sykes, by Dr. Diſney, p. 365. | 


ſays 
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ſays his Lordſhip, © that, if no diſputes 
had ever been raiſed in the Chriſtian Church, 
there is great reaſon to think, that leſs of 
truth would have been preſerved in it, than 
there is to be found at preſent. Cicero tells 
us (Tuſc. Diſput. L. 2. cap. 2.) that Phi- 
loſophy would not have arrived at that 
height of credit to which it arrived in Greece, 
if it had not received force and vigour from 
the controverſies and diſputes which were 
there carried on among the learned. And 
ſo it fares with religion : however good men 
may juſtly diſlike the methods by which 
diſputes about religious points are too often 
carried on, yet we ſee, that in fact igno- 
rance of religion is no where ſo groſs as 
where free debates about it are not allowed. 
And it is obſervable of the earlier and 
better ages of the Church, that when He- 
retics aroſe, and carried ſome doctrines to 
one extreme, it commonly was when the 
Church ſeemed inclined to bear too much 
towards the other extreme. Theſe Heretics 
then, under the guidance of Providence, 


cauſed a Revulſion of Humours, as it were, 
: i in 
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in the ecclefiaftical body: it brought many 
back again into the right channel, and 
made them ſtick more cloſely to the truth 
than they would probably have done, if no 
oppoſition had been made. So that difputes 
about the Chriſtian Religion ſeem to have 
contributed as much to the preſerving it 
Pure, as the conſtant motion of waters do 
to the keeping them fweet: and if fo, 
that can be no argument againſt believing 
Chriſtianity, which has been one great caufe 
of continuing it worthy to be believed “. 
After all, it is perhaps more accurate to 
deſcribe Mr. BipD E, after his Biographer, 
as a ſincere Reformer, than a Controver- 
ſialiſt: for, beſides publiſhing but a few 
books, he did not reply to thoſe diverſe 
anſwers, which were given to what he did 
publiſh, For this conduct ſeveral reafons 
rr been given. Firſt, that he was ve- 
ly perſuaded, that truth being in itſelf 
Gn and ſimple, eſpecially what is neceſſary 
and very uſeful, is eaſy to be apprehended 


Bp. Pearce's Sermons, V. I. p- 386, 387. 1 


by 
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by few words: it is error that ſeeks garniſh 
in -many words and figures of ſpeech. 


Again, what he did publiſh, he well deli- 
berated ul "a that he did not find in the 


adverſe writings, any thing of moment, 
which an attentive reader might not per- 
ceive already obviated ; and they that attend 
not to the firſt propoſitions, will not receive 
benefit by replies and rejoinders. We add, 
that he, treading in a path, long overgrown 
with briars and thorns of error and ſo- 
phiſtry, it required vaſtly greater labour and 
diligence to find out the way of truth, in 
which no Engliſnman had, by any appear- 
ing ee, gone before him for many 
ages * 5 

To thoſe ako are convinced that, not- 
withſtanding his miſtakes in ſome points, 
Mr. Biddle had truth on his fide in the 
great queſtions he diſcuſſed, concerning the 
Unity of God, and the Humanity of 
Chriſt, it will be a painful reflexion, that 
his opinions have made but a very ſlow 


Short Account of his Life, p. 9, 10. 
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progreſs. during theſe hundred and twenty 


years: at leaſt the firſt hundred years of 
this period. The progreſs of truth is even- 


flow : for it has great difficulties to encoun- 
ter from the indolence and intereſts. of man- 


kind; the difcovery of it is attended with a 
painful proceſs: light muſt be let into the 
minds of men by degrees: and many ar- 
guments muſt be, one after another, laid: 
before them; and preſented in different 
forms, and repeatedly. renewed, before pre- 
judices are ſubdued and. conviction is -pro-- 
duced. But to every fincere lover. of. 
God's. truth this is a. pleaſing and en- 


couraging thought: that it is. GREAT, and; | 


WILL in THE END PREVAIL. 


In the mean time, it is the duty of every 


one to uſe his on beſt and faithful endea- 


vours to come at the knowledge of it, andi 


to promote it. Let him,“ to uſe the- 
words of the prelate juſt quoted, © be in- 
different, if he will, to the knowledge of 
the ſeveral curious ſciences, with which 
men of leiſure wiſely enough fill up the in- 
no their time. Let him ſlight, if he 

K will,, 
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will, (though I commend him not for it) 
the account of what hiſtory records concern- 
ing the paſſages of the world, or what 
Travellers or Voyagers ſay concerning the 
diſtant parts of the Earth. In all theſe things, 
his indifference, though not preiſeworthy, is 
not criminal, is not dangerous to the health 
of his ſoul. But when the queſtion is, How. 
ſhall we worſhip God aright,” (it may be 
as juſtly ſaid, when it concerns the object of 
our worſhip) © How ſhall we pleaſe him? 

- Upon what terms will he receive penitent 
ſinners into favour ? Can it be wiſdom ? 
Can it be common ſenſe, not to make a di- 
ligent and impartial inquiry? No man 
who finds his mind entangled with doubts 
and difficulties can be juſtified, if he 
neglect, as Pilate did, to know what the 

| © rruthis. It is his duty to ſearch: it is his 
* intereſt to do it; for the sar E of his ſoul 

is highly concerned in it “.“ 


—— — 2 — 
K 


* Ut ſupra, T 


JUST PUBLISHED, 
By JOSHUA TOULMIN. 


I. 


The Deſign of the Goſpel Hiſtory, in a Ser- 
mon preached at Eſſex Chapel, London, May 
11, 1788. | 


II. 


The Conduct of the firft Converts conſidered, 
in a Sermon preached at Bridport, July 10, 1788, 
at the Ordination of the Rev. Thomas Howe, 


III. 


A Letter to the Biſhops, on the Application of 
the Proteſtant Diſſenters, for the Repeal of the 
Teft and Corporation Acts. 


IV. 


Propoſals for Printing by Subſcription, Price 


6s, in Boards, the Hiſtory of the Town of Taun- 
| ton, 


zo. 
— 


W I — ———— . —— ——· os. — — — 
F 4 ww 

& 4 * 

— —x 


8 5 35 Jui PuBliſid, by Toſhua Toulmiin 


ton, in the County of Somerſet ; embelliſhed: 

with a PLan of the Town, a May of the 
County, ſeven Miles round it, a Perſpective 
View of St. MARY MacpaLltn's Caurch, and: 
of the NRW STREPT, and the PLAN, ELEZVA- 
TION, and SECTION of the HospiTaAL. 


4 In the Preſs. 


: : . 

| A New Edition of Sermons principally ad- 
| * dreſſed to Youth, with two additional Diſcourſes,, 

| and ſome Prayers, Price 3s. ſewed. 

| 


JN. B. After the Copies engaged for are delivered, 
1 the. Price will be advanced to 38. Gd. 


— 
ä 


_ 2 


WU TY ur ger — ww * 


2G 
* 
— 25 2 
- $4 [> 
* 


